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itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184 an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery.” This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May-June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth is heading up the nomination  process 
for the election of all Federation officers including the President, Vice 
President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership Di-

rector, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, Mer-
chandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors (4). 
These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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President’s Message

Elizabeth, my granddaughter Isabella, Coco our Weimaraner and I 
just returned from the mega FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National 

Antique Bottle Convention & Expo and are finally catching our breath 
after almost two years of planning. We welcome that it is over and at the 
same time, we are sad to have to rely on our memories. We had such a 

grand time!

We will be putting full coverage of the event in the November December 
issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS. Obviously, it would have been better 
in this issue but the art would have been due to the printer by 15 August 
and that is late. With dated advertisements and slow postal service, 

we just could not delay the magazine or rush a series of Sacramento 
National articles. We have 5,000 or so photographs to review, too! These 
pictures were taken by our official show photographer, Angelina Pel-
legrini. She did a fantastic job and we thank her so much. Gina volun-

teered her time and provided excellent coverage. Much of her work can 
be viewed on an extensive series of posts at FOHBC.org. Hopefully, this 
will hold y’all over to the November issue.

The numbers are not in yet and that will take a number of weeks to put 
together, but early indications point to success at many levels and many 
junctures. Our early admission and general admission numbers broke 
records for recent FOHBC national shows, dealer sales were strong, 
people purchased for their collections, the weather was great, the Mc-

Clellan Conference Center and Lions Gate Hotel venue was superb and 
events such as the American Bottle Auctions Open House, the Generals 
House Reception, FOHBC Banquet and the Membership Breakfast far 
exceeded attendance projections. The displays were complimented by 
just about all who viewed, as many said they were the best they had ever 
seen. Wow. Congratulations here to the displayers and Russell Umbraco 
for spearheading this task. The seminars were packed and received glow-

ing reviews. Thank you, Michael Seeliger, Tom Jacobs, Steve Ketcham, 
John O’Neill, Chris Hartz and John Shroyer. Way to go, Eric McGuire, 
for heading up the seminars. Much more coverage will come later.

Betty Zumwalt, our banquet speaker, had a packed room on the edge of 
their seats as she talked about FOHBC achievements over the decades. 
Jeff Wichmann received two standing ovations for his Hall of Fame 
award and gave a great talk when receiving the award. Many clubs 
received awards for their club articles, newsletters, websites and club 
flyers. Golden miner shovel awards were given to Richard and Bev Siri 
(show chairs), Warren Friedrich and Eric McGuire for their immense 
work in coordinating and running the convention and expo. John Joiner 
received the President’s Award for his outstanding work for the FOHBC 
2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show. The food at the ban-

quet was even good, too!

Fred Holabird and his Holabird Western American Collections team 

should be congratulated for the outstanding 49er Bottle Jamboree Auc-

tion. With a record number of primarily western lots, the room was 
captivated as many lots reached record prices. With Internet, telephone 
and a live floor; it was a thrill to watch. We even had one Internet bidder 
on an aircraft carrier in the Pacific! The Escobedo family, who consigned 
the Gold Dust Whiskey, was crying when their bottle sold for $31,000 
without the auction house premium! Thanks to all who consigned, bid 
and attended the auction. This is one we will not forget for a long time.

The Sacramento Shootout was as exciting as can be. Richard Siri did an 
outstanding job emceeing the event as super-star bottles were presented 
for each of the three categories (U.S.A Hospital Dept. quarts, Hostetter’s 
Bitters and Jesse Moore Sole Agent fifths. Congratulations to the winners. 
You will be featured in the next issue along with many color images.

I would also like to thank the new board members that took position 
after the convention. Congratulations are in order for Alicia Booth, Brad 
Seigler and Bob Strickhart. We look forward to working with you and 
your contributions. Alicia started early and tended to many tasks for this 
convention. We are really fortunate to have her as our new Public Rela-

tions Director

What also made me so proud were all the volunteers that helped at 

the front FOHBC tables and elsewhere. Thank you, Isabella Alucema, 
Val Berry, Alicia Booth, Helen Forbes, Deanna Jordt, Lisa McGuire, 
Elizabeth Meyer, Laurel Ritz, Linda Sheppard, and Bev & Delores Siri. 
Thank you. Jim Bender and Jim Berry, for setting up for the FOHBC 
2017 Springfield National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo. They 
were selling tables right and left and had a big plan for folks to pick out 
their table spots. Onward to Springfield!

We also have the biggest and nicest Souvenir Program yet at 140 pages 
with covers. The program is sure to become a collector’s item. I have al-
ready received a dozen or so requests for copies from folks that could not 
attend the show. Thank you to all of the content providers and advertisers 

that made the program a success.

I would also like to thank Steve Abbott and Eric McGuire for their fine 
western-themed articles in BOTTLES and EXTRAS and on our web site. 
These articles certainly set the stage for Sacramento and even continue 
in this issue. Thank you to Richard Siri, Eric McGuire and Warren Fried-

rich for the great effort in compiling the Best of West - Top 70 article and 
images. It was so fine of an effort that we are also putting it in this issue 
of BOTTLES and EXTRAS. That way, our entire membership can read 
and it can be archived forever on our web site member’s portal.

Also a very special thanks from the bottom of my heart to my best friends 
Jerry & Helen Forbes who chose to keep their plans and attend the conven-

tion even though they had recently lost their home in the Big Sur Sober-
anes fire. Rebuild, my friends. You have your lives and memories and are 
surrounded by a bottle collecting community that loves you both.

A special shout-out is also required for Jeff Wichmann for supporting the 
FOHBC in many ways such as the Generals House Reception along with 
Peachridge Glass.

One last thanks to our outstanding board members who make my job 
easy and to you, our membership, an audience that I serve. You make it a 
real honor for me to continue as your president for the next two years.

I am sure I forgot some to thank but I need to get this off to our Editor, 
Martin Van Zant, and Bill Baab to proof.


