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itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184 an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery.” This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May-June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth is heading up the nomination  process 
for the election of all Federation officers including the President, Vice 
President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership Di-

rector, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, Mer-
chandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors (4). 
These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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President’s Message

One of the more interesting persons that I have met along the way 
is Federation member Ken Previtali. He is candid, creative, smart 

and also the “Ginger Ale Man.” You may remember his great, award-
winning display at the 2013 FOHBC National Antique Bottle Show in 
Manchester, New Hampshire. Anyway, Ken advised me when I started 
writing President’s Messages to use “we” as much as possible, as this is 
not about “me.” Yes, did I say Ken was candid? Of course Ken is right. 
There is a much bigger picture and as my mom used to say, “the earth 
does not revolve around me.” Well, Ken, I think about your advice each 
issue, but I’m going to pass a little to the left because I need to get this in 
print and off my chest.

[May 26, 2016] Within the last President’s Message (BOTTLE and 

EXTRAS May-June 2016), I closed the first paragraph with “I also love 

what I do and I am addicted to antique bottles and glass. That helps keep 

me on schedule and gets me through the rough spots and bumps in the 

road.” Little did I know that my comments would become prophetic as 
on Monday, April 18th (Elizabeth’s birthday), we were hit with cata-

strophic rain and flooding in the Houston area. It made national news, 
schools were closed for a week, and our county, along with 10 others, 
were declared Federal Disaster Zones with National Guard and sheriff’s 
boat rescues. This was crazy, as Houston typically gets 50 inches of rain 
a year, so we are used to water, just not 17 inches or so in one day, on 
our property and within our house. Unfortunately, we had a flash flood 
from the north, as Bessie’s Creek to our east flooded. This has never hap-

pened before as old-timers from the area told us.

With rain all Sunday night, we already knew by watching the news that 
Houston was shut down on Monday, so we stayed at the house instead of 
driving to my studio in the city. Around mid-afternoon, we heard Cooper, 
our Great Pyrenees, barking loudly outside, as if warning us. I ran out 
the back door and saw the water coming rather fast. I tell you, I had not 
seen that before and the rest was a blur for us. I think I will write an ar-
ticle about this event in a future BOTTLES and EXTRAS issue because, 
I am not kidding, we had bottles floating in our house and I have the 
pictures! I will, however, let you know that Elizabeth and I are fine, our 
seven dogs are doing well and our five cats have managed to stay dry. 
It’s been five weeks now and we are in the middle of major restorations 
and renovations. We (myself) packed close to a 1,000 bottles and went to 
higher ground, as we are all living upstairs! I mean, who would take in 
this Meyer family insanity as houseguests, certainly no family or friend 
or hotel. We thank you all that have expressed concern and reached out 
with best wishes and we do not hold it against you if you did not offer to 
house this zoo that has become our life.

Flash Forward Breaking News: It is now Thursday, June 2, and my first 

day back to the studio in downtown Houston. Why my first day back? 
Well, it happened again on Saturday, May 28, 2016, my birthday this 
time, as the Brazos River breached! Another 500-year event, according 
to NOAA. The water came from the opposite direction from before and 
it was much worse than the first event.

The day started out normally and was terrifically sunny. I was starting 
the grill as our daughter and grandchildren were coming over. Elizabeth 
was out buying steaks and such when I noticed water coming from the 
woods and moving backwards, or north. Running to the front of our 
property, I could see there was a breach and that it was happening again. 
Areas north of us around Brenham, Texas (Blue Bell ice cream country) 
received 20 inches of rain the previous day. We only received 3 inches or 
so. All that water moved to the Brazos River and upstream dams appar-
ently, were opened.

I quickly called Elizabeth and she rushed back, just making it up our 
long dirt drive before the path closed with rising water. To make a long 
story short, we buttoned up again, moved upstairs and have been living 
there since that Saturday. As we were under renovation, we have no 
toilets, running water, appliances and short supply of everything else. We 
do have power, Internet, air conditioning and one refrigerator the con-

tractor is leaving in until the last possible moment before we get another. 
Thank goodness!

Again, they wanted to boat rescue our clan, but we stayed put for many 
reasons, as you might imagine. Fortunately, there aren’t any more birth-

days in the forecast, but more rain is coming. We are looking at this like 
a big life adventure. For example, every morning and evening this past 
five days, we (8 dogs this time as we had a house guest) swam from the 
house to the front gate. Actually, I waded in chest-deep water and the 
dogs swam in “V” geese formation. When we reach the elevated road it 
is still under about 6” of running water. We then walk north and get to a 
stretch of higher ground we see horses, goats, llamas, cows… all being 
rescued. Unreal scenes. Snakes galore, too, as water moccasins are seen 
frequently swimming by. The dogs are real glad (as us) to see higher 
ground, if you know what I mean.

I post this for awareness and apologize for the lack of e-mail and phone 
calls to all who have reached out. This has been a very trying period in 
our lives. Stay dry, enjor your summer. I realize many of you bottle col-
lectors are in Mother Nature’s way in some way or another. Make sure 
you have insurance and your priorities straight. Be safe. There is a much 
bigger picture.

Now let’s quickly move to the west coast. By the time you get this 
issue, we will be only five or so weeks from the FOHBC 2016 Sacra-

mento National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo that so many of us 
have planned for so long and eagerly await. There’s going to be some 
super glass there! Can’t wait. Now, over to the east coast where Team 
Springfield is working almost daily on components for the FOHBC 2017 
Springfield National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo. The 2018 team 
is even working to prepare for their event as they have developed a logo 
and early marketing material for the FOHBC 2018 Cleveland National 
Antique Bottle Convention & Expo. You can catch an early preview on 
Page 12.

Visit the FOHBC.org web site as the latest FOHBC news is always 
posted. See you soon!


