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Sometimes you find a bottle is not 

what it first appears. This is one of 

those bottles. This little cobalt blue 

bottle looks like an ink, but it is a slate 

cleaner bottle. Slate cleaners were 

needed at a time when the old one- 

room school houses used chalk on 

slate for their daily lessons. But some 

students used pencils to mark on the 

slate that could not be wiped off like 

chalk. The pencil marks were difficult 

to remove and required a good wash-

ing, leaving the slate wet and not suit-

able for chalk until it was dry.  

That’s when Earl Swift and other 

inventors created slate cleaners and 

tools to remove the pencil marks. The 

bottle was originally fitted with a 

sponge over a cork held in place by 

wire. The cork had a central opening 

to allow the cleaning liquid to soak the 

sponge when the bottle was turned 

upside down. The bottom end of the 

bottle was threaded to attach a nut to 

hold piece of chamois skin over a pad 

to wipe the slate dry.  

After resting in the ground for 

more than a hundred years only the 

glass bottle remains.    
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