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     It is early Sunday morning and I sit here reflecting at 
TimoleonÕs Diner in quaint Keene, New Hampshire while 
drinking some coffee to warm me up (it is 45 degrees outside, 
chilly for a Texan). The Yankee Bottle Show starts here shortly 
and will be a fun conclusion to a long weekend of bottle events 
that started out with a gathering at Federation members Mark 
and Annie VuonoÕs in Stamford, Connecticut on Friday and 
included the Heckler Columbus Day Hayfield event in Wood-
stock Valley, Connecticut yesterday. I am thinking that this 
was the exact spot, two years ago today, that the great 
Feldmann story that I retell in this issue of Bottles and Extras, 
got its wings. I hope you enjoy the article and pictures. John 
and Sheila are wonderful people that represent the foundation 
and cornerstone of our great hobby.
     What a whirlwind of events since our great EXPO in late 
July in Reno, Nevada. Every time I think of this event, I am 
reminded of how grateful I am, and we all should be, of Marty 
Hall, Richard Siri, the Reno Bottle Club and the legions of 
helpers that pulled off this mega event. Marty even reported a 
strong financial success that demonstrates yet again, that our 
organization is getting stronger and marching forward. The 
2013 FOHBC National in Manchester, New Hampshire next 
year is progressing smoothly with a majority of the tables 
already being sold. Lexington, Kentucky will be our location 
for the 2014 National, so make your plans here, too. You can 
get information for both events by visiting our website, 
FOHBC.org. Tom Phillips, our Conventions Director, was 
even in the southeast this week looking at venues for the 2015 
National. It was not too long ago that we were much more 
short-sighted. Now with this advance planning and public 
announcements, we can stake our claim on a date that will help 
other show chairmen decide when to hold their events. As an 
aside, did you know that there were nine bottle shows this 
weekend, including one across the pond? Our hobby is so 
strong. I see the glimmer of change even with our shows. LetÕs 
promote more and grow our hobby. Bring people to the shows. 
Bottles, glass and positive change are contagious.

     Federation membership is also drastically up which is excit-
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ing. We will be announcing a major new membership drive 
later this month that uses a 2,000-member target. We are 
nearing 1,200 members now. So if you are a member, stay with 
us, if youÕre are undecided, please join! There are so many 
exciting things planned. Our magazine, Bottles and Extras, is 
undergoing a major face lift, we have a new web site, by the 
time you read this, we will be 1,000 members plus on our 
FOHBC facebook page, the FOHBC Virtual Museum is 
moving forward (look for a major announcement soon) and we 
have just sent our first digital newsletter to a large audience of 
people. The new Federation, your FOHBC. 
     We need new blood and persons to carry the torch. I will be 
reaching out to some of our membership for pictures of your 
bottles, assistance on the web site, articles and stories for 
Bottles and Extras, the web site, the newsletter and help on the 
Virtual Museum. If you would like to volunteer, in any area, it 
would be very much welcomed and appreciated.
     You will also notice a new section in the front of Bottles and 
Extras called Letters to the Editor. I am not sure why this was 
not there in some form or another before but we really want to 
hear your stories and ideas and how we can do things better. 
You can send an e-mail, write a letter or call any board 
member, including myself at any time. Our contact information 
is in this magazine and on the web site.
     In the January/February 2013 issue of Bottles and Extras, we 
will be starting a two-page Regional Overview section where 
we will highlight incoming information from the four regions 
that make up the Federation (northeast, southern, midwest and 
western). If you have material please forward to your Regional 
Director. If you visit the web site or received our newsletter, 
you will see that Regional News is now appearing in a different 
and more refreshing format in these venues too.
     We are only as strong as our weakest link. I use this expres-
sion often in business and in my general conversations with 
people. Keep an open mind, be positive, and try to help, give 
constructive criticism and move forward. Smile and someone 
will smile back to you. Listen and you will hear a story. Step 
forward and tell a story. Look at your collection and find that 
missing bottle or link. This is what it is all about. Our best asset 
is all of our great members. 
     I am also looking forward to the great 49er Bottle Show in 
Old Town Auburn, California in December. We usually go to 
the Festival of Lights parade each year after the show. We love 
it because the horses, dogs, goats, people and trucks all are 
adorned with lights for Christmas. Remember, a show is so 
much better if you make it an experience. While you are at a 
show, visit a collection, go to a museum, have dinner with a 
bottle friend, go on a dig etc. There are so many things you can 
do to stay connected with our great hobby. Make it a multi-
dimensional experience. Happy autumn and winter.

President’s Message

Can you believe it? Another great National Show goes 

down in the record books. My head is still spinning with 

all of the great events and action. My hat is off and we 

sincerely need to thank all of those involved, especially 

show co-chairs, Michael George and Maureen Crawford, 

and the Merrimack Valley Antique Bottle Club. What 

excellent examples of passionate and well-organized 

people. We need more of them and we know you are 

out there! The city was great, the hotel and show facility 

excellent and well-lit, we had museum-like displays, 

a professional auction, standing-room only seminars, 

the cocktail party and banquet with guest speaker Mark 

Vuono, the special awards, tons of bottles and glass in 

all categories, the Bottle Battle and so much more. All 

outstanding. Where else but at a National?

Did anyone wonder why your President had such a 

great table location near the front showroom doors? Trust 

me, it was not given to me because of my position, what I 

collect or my pretty wife. It only came about because we 

planned ahead and signed up for a table at the Reno Expo 

in 2012. First come, first served. And guess what, we have 
already reserved our table for the 2014 National Antique 

Bottle Show in Lexington, Kentucky. Dealer contracts 

were available at the Manchester show and can be obtained 

online at the FOHBC web site. Don’t procrastinate, reserve 

your space now for this 325-table show. This event will be 

a monster with another Glass Works auction, the “Run for 

the Roses” bottle competition, great displays, seminars and 

all of the things you have come to expect and enjoy with a 

Federation National Show.

We hope you enjoy this special issue of Bottles and 

Extras that has been dedicated to the Manchester National. 

With pre-planned articles and writers, the resource of Scott 

Selenak as our official show photographer, and tons of 
great glass and events, we know you will want to revisit 

this event if you were there or read about it if you could 

not make it. The deadline is tight as I write this and we 

must get the work to the printer during the first week of 
August. That means for some of us, we are still immersed 

in the show! The photographs that Scott typically takes are 

breathtaking and it is a honor to have him volunteer for 

this tough task. Thank you, Scott, I do not know where we 

would be without your great work that first appeared after 
the Reno Expo and now can been seen on the FOHBC 

web site and within this issue. Will you do Lexington?

I also want to thank the folks who took the 

time to comment on the show. In this day of instant 

communication, we received everything from a few short 

words like “Hip-Hip” from Dave Olson to a rather sincere 

thank you from Jeff Wichmann from Sacramento who 

rarely travels east. He said he was treated like “Royalty.” 

Some of the comments, both positive and negative, are 

represented in this issue. Constructive criticism is good. We 

now know that the “Run for the Roses” in Lexington must 

have better crowd participation and object viewing. We also 

know it was tough to pick from nine great seminars. Trust 

me, we are working to improve your experience.

The final numbers are not in as of this writing, but we 
can report a sold-out show, many early buyers, strong sales, 

happy buyers, financial success in our show profits and 60+ 
new members. We started out with a soft goal of signing 

up 30 members, had an optomistic hard goal of 50 and 

revised our goal on Sunday to 60. We hit it out of the park 

at Manchester. Many thanks to Pam Selenak, Gary Beatty 

and others who tirelessly staffed the front FOHBC tables 

and mined the northeast for new members. We are at our 

highest total ever. We would also like thank the tireless Val 

Berry and her staff for taking over the registration table. 

Our volunteers are our strength.

We are pleased to say that there were no reported 

bottle thefts at the show. After Reno last year, we did not 

know what to expect, but we were ready this year. With 

uniformed guards, well positioned and marked ‘black 

shirt’ security, a better badge system, cameras and having 

only one door for access and egress for show hours on 

Sunday was important. The dealers also seemed to be more 

aware of their surroundings and kept a vigilant watch on 

their tables and goods. We realize that not having more 

doors open during Sunday may have been a hardship, but 

the dealer goods and our reputation are at stake. This is 

consistent with other national hobby shows and is certainly 

the trend.
Continued on page 4
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Another hot topic of late, at the show and online, is 

bottle reproductions. Chip Cable had a rather decent repro 

Drake’s Plantation Bitters that was scary at his dealer table. 

We are covering this online as efficiently as possible and 
realize that nothing beats seeing examples first-hand and 
hearing from an expert in that area. We were able to arrange 

for reproduction authority Jim Bender to bring and display 

some of his bottles in the display area at Manchester. We 

will have a video of Jim talking about his bottles posted 

online and hope that we can arrange a seminar talk at the 

Lexington National. 

Did anyone feel like there was not enough time at the 

show for all the great events? I am pleased to report that 

your Federation is exploring the possibility of doing away 

with the one-day public show and going to the two-day 

expo format. The new shows would be called Antique 

Bottle Conventions and occur on Friday, Saturday and 

Sunday. They would begin in 2016. This obviously means 

we need to bring in more people, but it also means having 

more evenings to stage events. Having the Bottle Battle 

after the Banquet and cocktail party was a challenge. 

Elizabeth and I even had a wine tasting after that and I had 

to wake up at 4:30 the next morning! We can do it. Think 

positive. Our shows get bigger and better each year. Oh, 

these growing pains!

During our semi-annual FOHBC board meeting, we 

covered a lot of ground in the four allotted hours and we 

held our annual membership meeting in the afternoon. 

If you did not attend, you can read the notes online at 

FOHBC.org. It looks like we may be offering lifetime 

memberships again. I always wondered why this was 

stopped. I for one, will opt for this. Did you know that 

former President Jimmy Carter is a FOHBC lifetime 

member?

Congratulations also to Hall of Fame recipients Gene 

Bradberry and Alan Blakeman, special award recipients 

Jim and Joyce Rogers, President’s Award recipient Alan 

DeMaison and all of the bottle club category recipients. 

Well deserved awards.

Stay cool, fall will be here soon. Enjoy your bottles, 

family and friends. We belong to a great hobby. Support 

your FOHBC.

Continued from page 3

28th Annual 

ANTIQUE BOTTLE & ADVERTISING 
SHOW 

Memphis, Tennessee 
Agricenter International 

7777 Walnut Grove Road 
Memphis, Tennessee 38120 

 Saturday, September 28th, 2013 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Collectors from 25 States 
Early Admission Available 

Admission $5.00 

 
www.memphisbottleclub.com    

www.fohbc.org 

 

Show Chairman 

Gene Bradberry, 3706 Deerfield Cove, Bartlett, TN 38135 

  (901)372-8428       (901)359-8428 

The Little Rhody Bottle Club

Antique Bottle 

Show & Sale

January 12, 2014   
10 am - 2 pm

K of C Hall

304 Highland 

Avenue

S. Attleboro, MA

• $3.00 per person donation at door
• Early Entry - 9 pm ($15 per person)
• For Info Call: 508-880-4929


