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     It is early Sunday morning and I sit here reflecting at 
TimoleonÕs Diner in quaint Keene, New Hampshire while 
drinking some coffee to warm me up (it is 45 degrees outside, 
chilly for a Texan). The Yankee Bottle Show starts here shortly 
and will be a fun conclusion to a long weekend of bottle events 
that started out with a gathering at Federation members Mark 
and Annie VuonoÕs in Stamford, Connecticut on Friday and 
included the Heckler Columbus Day Hayfield event in Wood-
stock Valley, Connecticut yesterday. I am thinking that this 
was the exact spot, two years ago today, that the great 
Feldmann story that I retell in this issue of Bottles and Extras, 
got its wings. I hope you enjoy the article and pictures. John 
and Sheila are wonderful people that represent the foundation 
and cornerstone of our great hobby.
     What a whirlwind of events since our great EXPO in late 
July in Reno, Nevada. Every time I think of this event, I am 
reminded of how grateful I am, and we all should be, of Marty 
Hall, Richard Siri, the Reno Bottle Club and the legions of 
helpers that pulled off this mega event. Marty even reported a 
strong financial success that demonstrates yet again, that our 
organization is getting stronger and marching forward. The 
2013 FOHBC National in Manchester, New Hampshire next 
year is progressing smoothly with a majority of the tables 
already being sold. Lexington, Kentucky will be our location 
for the 2014 National, so make your plans here, too. You can 
get information for both events by visiting our website, 
FOHBC.org. Tom Phillips, our Conventions Director, was 
even in the southeast this week looking at venues for the 2015 
National. It was not too long ago that we were much more 
short-sighted. Now with this advance planning and public 
announcements, we can stake our claim on a date that will help 
other show chairmen decide when to hold their events. As an 
aside, did you know that there were nine bottle shows this 
weekend, including one across the pond? Our hobby is so 
strong. I see the glimmer of change even with our shows. LetÕs 
promote more and grow our hobby. Bring people to the shows. 
Bottles, glass and positive change are contagious.

     Federation membership is also drastically up which is excit-
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ing. We will be announcing a major new membership drive 
later this month that uses a 2,000-member target. We are 
nearing 1,200 members now. So if you are a member, stay with 
us, if youÕre are undecided, please join! There are so many 
exciting things planned. Our magazine, Bottles and Extras, is 
undergoing a major face lift, we have a new web site, by the 
time you read this, we will be 1,000 members plus on our 
FOHBC facebook page, the FOHBC Virtual Museum is 
moving forward (look for a major announcement soon) and we 
have just sent our first digital newsletter to a large audience of 
people. The new Federation, your FOHBC. 
     We need new blood and persons to carry the torch. I will be 
reaching out to some of our membership for pictures of your 
bottles, assistance on the web site, articles and stories for 
Bottles and Extras, the web site, the newsletter and help on the 
Virtual Museum. If you would like to volunteer, in any area, it 
would be very much welcomed and appreciated.
     You will also notice a new section in the front of Bottles and 
Extras called Letters to the Editor. I am not sure why this was 
not there in some form or another before but we really want to 
hear your stories and ideas and how we can do things better. 
You can send an e-mail, write a letter or call any board 
member, including myself at any time. Our contact information 
is in this magazine and on the web site.
     In the January/February 2013 issue of Bottles and Extras, we 
will be starting a two-page Regional Overview section where 
we will highlight incoming information from the four regions 
that make up the Federation (northeast, southern, midwest and 
western). If you have material please forward to your Regional 
Director. If you visit the web site or received our newsletter, 
you will see that Regional News is now appearing in a different 
and more refreshing format in these venues too.
     We are only as strong as our weakest link. I use this expres-
sion often in business and in my general conversations with 
people. Keep an open mind, be positive, and try to help, give 
constructive criticism and move forward. Smile and someone 
will smile back to you. Listen and you will hear a story. Step 
forward and tell a story. Look at your collection and find that 
missing bottle or link. This is what it is all about. Our best asset 
is all of our great members. 
     I am also looking forward to the great 49er Bottle Show in 
Old Town Auburn, California in December. We usually go to 
the Festival of Lights parade each year after the show. We love 
it because the horses, dogs, goats, people and trucks all are 
adorned with lights for Christmas. Remember, a show is so 
much better if you make it an experience. While you are at a 
show, visit a collection, go to a museum, have dinner with a 
bottle friend, go on a dig etc. There are so many things you can 
do to stay connected with our great hobby. Make it a multi-
dimensional experience. Happy autumn and winter.
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Some of you may know that I spend quite a bit of time travelling for 

business. Sometimes, I can even tie in a weekend bottle show if I 

am fortunate. With all of the tools available, I can run my little world 

from my laptop and I-Pad, using the Internet, video meetings, cell phone, 
conference calls and e-mails. I know that this is not for everyone but it 

works for me. I don’t like down time so I make the best of my free time 

in hotels, taxis, airports, airplanes and Starbucks, my office away from 
office. I do miss my six dogs, though. I have not figured a way to have 
them with me yet.

What I find so fascinating about all this is the ability to research libraries, 
newspapers and other sources from wherever I am, so I am zooming 

around the virtual world, too. One moment it may be 1860s newspapers 

in New Orleans, the next I may be at the Library of Congress in 

Washington looking at bottle patents, the next looking at current day 

San Francisco building pictures from an address I entered on Google 

Earth, and a few moments later I might be looking at ancestry dating 

back to Germany for a certain bitters manufacturer. Next, I can be 

communicating with an immense group of collectors on the World Wide 

Web. It is very exciting and really makes you respect communication in 

earlier centuries and especially map making. I mean, how did they make 

those great maps without satellites!

Why am I saying all this? Well, let me tell you. I have been spending quite 

a bit of virtual time in Chattanooga, Tenn., Sacramento, Calif., Springfield, 
Mass. and various locales in the Midwest this past month. Sound 

familiar? You bet. These are the regional locations for the FOHBC 2015 

Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show (Southern Region), FOHBC 

2016 Sacramento National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo (Western 

Region), FOHBC 2017 Springfield National Antique Bottle Convention 
& Expo (Northeast Region), and Midwest opportunities for our FOHBC 

2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo. Every day of late, 

something is happening with each. Of course, most of the attention is on 

Chattanooga, but our new Federation is reaching out further to make plans 

for better events and experiences for you. This virtual time now becomes 

real time with dated Federation events.

The really cool thing about this is the GREAT people we have leading 

these efforts in each region. These folks are working tireless hours to 

pull it all together. Remember, these are not just bottle shows; they are 

major antique bottle and glass events with meetings, sales, displays, 

seminars, auction, banquet, breakfast and tours. They are events to be 

remembered.

In Chattanooga, experienced show organizers John Joiner and Jack 
Hewitt, who are Co-Chairs for the event, lead our “A” team. In 

Sacramento, the Show Chairs are Richard and Beverley Siri who are 

anchors in the west. We now have big-time veterans Jim Bender and Bob 

Strickhart as Co-Chairs in the Northeast who just announced, 

in a grand way, that Springfield, Massachusetts would be our 
convention location in 2017. If that is not enough, we have a new 

generation of major talent in Louis Fifer and Matt Lacy heading 

up the 2018 event. Wow, it really makes you proud to be part of 

such great operations.

If you see these people at a show or bottle meeting, please 

take the time to shake their hand and say thanks. Consider 

volunteering because we need your help. It takes courage, talent, 

dedication and time to be a Co-Chair. What I have observed from 

these individuals is an infectious desire to do and be the best. Jim 
Bender and Bob Strickhart are saying they want their Federation 

show to be the “show of the century.” Wow.

It wasn’t too long ago, maybe 10 years back, that we were only 

projecting our events one year out. This always put us behind the curve 

and in a defensive posture. We were also stepping on other local shows 

with our events. I remember our Reno National in 2012 had five or 
six other shows the same weekend as our national show. That doesn’t 

happen anymore. Just look at the show calendar and Federation show 
advertisements in this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS. We have 

planted our FOHBC flag within a date window for three years ahead. 
This takes a lot of hard work and coordination.

As you review this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, make sure you 

focus on the FOHBC Membership Meeting breakfast on Saturday, 

August 1, at the Chattanooga National. This is the first time we are 
having a breakfast that is at no cost to our members. We have important 

votes to be taken and we want our membership in attendance. The 

FOHBC board is recommending that FOHBC membership rates 

be increased as follows: Regular standard membership: $40, 1st 

Class membership: $55, Canada membership: $60, Other Countries: 

$80, Clubs: $75, Three-Year membership, 2nd class: $110, Digital 

membership (new): $25, (Associate membership will continue at $5; Not 

available with Life or Digital Membership). We are also recommending 

the reinstitution of Life Membership. This type of membership has to 

appeal to everyone. Three possible levels of Life Membership were 

recommended for single members only: Level 1: $1,000, includes all 

benefits of a regular membership. No promise of a printed magazine for 
life. Level 2: $500, Includes all benefits of a regular membership, but 
you will not receive a printed magazine, but rather a digital subscription. 

Note: In the future, a Level 1 could become a Level 2. Level 3: Earned 

or Honoree. The Board would have the option of bestowing an honorary 

Life Membership. This person would continue to join the FOHBC at the 

regular membership rate. The Board will determine how this honor is 

earned. You can read the full notice in Member News of this issue.

Also look at the Chattanooga National article within this issue as it has a 

complete listing of events and information. Of course, you can also find 
complete and the most up-to-date information on our web site, FOHBC.org.

You will also find an article on the great Jack Pelletier, “The Bininger 
Man” collection, by Jim Bender. This article idea was hatched at the 
2015 Baltimore Antique Bottle Show and Jim was able to spend some 
time with Jack and his fabulous collection. Thank you both.

So enjoy your bottle collecting in the way you like best, but please make 

plans to come to our National shows. In the end, it is the people that 

make our hobby the greatest on earth.


