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     It is early Sunday morning and I sit here reflecting at 
TimoleonÕs Diner in quaint Keene, New Hampshire while 
drinking some coffee to warm me up (it is 45 degrees outside, 
chilly for a Texan). The Yankee Bottle Show starts here shortly 
and will be a fun conclusion to a long weekend of bottle events 
that started out with a gathering at Federation members Mark 
and Annie VuonoÕs in Stamford, Connecticut on Friday and 
included the Heckler Columbus Day Hayfield event in Wood-
stock Valley, Connecticut yesterday. I am thinking that this 
was the exact spot, two years ago today, that the great 
Feldmann story that I retell in this issue of Bottles and Extras, 
got its wings. I hope you enjoy the article and pictures. John 
and Sheila are wonderful people that represent the foundation 
and cornerstone of our great hobby.
     What a whirlwind of events since our great EXPO in late 
July in Reno, Nevada. Every time I think of this event, I am 
reminded of how grateful I am, and we all should be, of Marty 
Hall, Richard Siri, the Reno Bottle Club and the legions of 
helpers that pulled off this mega event. Marty even reported a 
strong financial success that demonstrates yet again, that our 
organization is getting stronger and marching forward. The 
2013 FOHBC National in Manchester, New Hampshire next 
year is progressing smoothly with a majority of the tables 
already being sold. Lexington, Kentucky will be our location 
for the 2014 National, so make your plans here, too. You can 
get information for both events by visiting our website, 
FOHBC.org. Tom Phillips, our Conventions Director, was 
even in the southeast this week looking at venues for the 2015 
National. It was not too long ago that we were much more 
short-sighted. Now with this advance planning and public 
announcements, we can stake our claim on a date that will help 
other show chairmen decide when to hold their events. As an 
aside, did you know that there were nine bottle shows this 
weekend, including one across the pond? Our hobby is so 
strong. I see the glimmer of change even with our shows. LetÕs 
promote more and grow our hobby. Bring people to the shows. 
Bottles, glass and positive change are contagious.

     Federation membership is also drastically up which is excit-

FMG Design, Inc.
101 Crawford Street
Studio 1A
Houston, Texas 77002
ferdinand@peachridgeglass.com

FOHBC 

ing. We will be announcing a major new membership drive 
later this month that uses a 2,000-member target. We are 
nearing 1,200 members now. So if you are a member, stay with 
us, if youÕre are undecided, please join! There are so many 
exciting things planned. Our magazine, Bottles and Extras, is 
undergoing a major face lift, we have a new web site, by the 
time you read this, we will be 1,000 members plus on our 
FOHBC facebook page, the FOHBC Virtual Museum is 
moving forward (look for a major announcement soon) and we 
have just sent our first digital newsletter to a large audience of 
people. The new Federation, your FOHBC. 
     We need new blood and persons to carry the torch. I will be 
reaching out to some of our membership for pictures of your 
bottles, assistance on the web site, articles and stories for 
Bottles and Extras, the web site, the newsletter and help on the 
Virtual Museum. If you would like to volunteer, in any area, it 
would be very much welcomed and appreciated.
     You will also notice a new section in the front of Bottles and 
Extras called Letters to the Editor. I am not sure why this was 
not there in some form or another before but we really want to 
hear your stories and ideas and how we can do things better. 
You can send an e-mail, write a letter or call any board 
member, including myself at any time. Our contact information 
is in this magazine and on the web site.
     In the January/February 2013 issue of Bottles and Extras, we 
will be starting a two-page Regional Overview section where 
we will highlight incoming information from the four regions 
that make up the Federation (northeast, southern, midwest and 
western). If you have material please forward to your Regional 
Director. If you visit the web site or received our newsletter, 
you will see that Regional News is now appearing in a different 
and more refreshing format in these venues too.
     We are only as strong as our weakest link. I use this expres-
sion often in business and in my general conversations with 
people. Keep an open mind, be positive, and try to help, give 
constructive criticism and move forward. Smile and someone 
will smile back to you. Listen and you will hear a story. Step 
forward and tell a story. Look at your collection and find that 
missing bottle or link. This is what it is all about. Our best asset 
is all of our great members. 
     I am also looking forward to the great 49er Bottle Show in 
Old Town Auburn, California in December. We usually go to 
the Festival of Lights parade each year after the show. We love 
it because the horses, dogs, goats, people and trucks all are 
adorned with lights for Christmas. Remember, a show is so 
much better if you make it an experience. While you are at a 
show, visit a collection, go to a museum, have dinner with a 
bottle friend, go on a dig etc. There are so many things you can 
do to stay connected with our great hobby. Make it a multi-
dimensional experience. Happy autumn and winter.
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November 9, 2015: As I sit here this Monday morning on a flight from 
Houston to Washington, D.C., I am saddened and find myself having a 

hard time focusing and concentrating on a few laptop tasks. You see, there is 

a profound sadness in my head as I saw an update about Federation member, 

New York collector and historian Brian Wolff posted by his wife, Sherri, on 

Facebook this morning. Typically, I would not rewrite something like this 

here, but I do have a point after the sad message that was posted on multiple 

bottle collector sites, including our own.

 

“I know many of you have so many questions about what is happening with 

Brian. As a family we have been trying to come to terms with everything that 

has happened is a relatively short time. Thank you all for all of your support. 

On September 3rd, under the advice of our family physician, my father and I 

left for the Cleveland Clinic. Little did we know that we would end up spend-

ing almost two months there in hopes of making Brian well. On September 

8th after many tests and scans, we were advised that they would need to do 

a biopsy of the “lesion” on Brian’s brain stem. After discussing all of the 

risks involved in both not doing if and doing it, we decided we needed to 

agree to having it done. On September 10th, Brian went in for surgery (one 

of the longest days of my life). The next day (ironically) 9-11, we received 

the news that Brian had “Glioblastoma Multiforme Grade IV (GBM),” in 

other words, brain cancer. My world shattered into a million pieces that day. 

Everything became a blur after that. Only a few words stuck out that will 

haunt me for the rest of my life, “terminal,” “12-14 months,” “Chemo” and 

“Radiation.” The following week Brian began his treatments, and shortly 

after he entered the acute rehab center. While there he received physical, 

occupational and speech therapy. He also developed a pulmonary embulum 

(blood clot in the lung), which resulted in 3 days in the ICU. On Thursday, 

October 8th, Brian was finally released from the hospital. We spent four days 
in a hotel while we waited for a room to be available at Hope Lodge. Even 

though we were only there for a couple of weeks, we met some wonderful 

people that will be lifetime friends. We shared tears, stories full of sorrow 

and memories, hugs and laughter. On Monday October 19th, my world was 

shattered yet again. Brian’s oncologist told me we had 4-6 months or less 

and to call in hospice as soon as we arrived home. On Friday October 23rd, 

my father and our daughter made their last drive to Cleveland to bring Brian 

and I back home to cherish every single second we have left.”

 

Like bottles changing hands, collections being built and collections being 

dispersed, we see time passage and challenges in our great hobby repre-

sented in many ways. Certainly time has changed for Brian and Sherri as 

they face this ultimate challenge.

 

Brian Wolff is one of those great people that I met somewhere along the 

way. He often helps me on my Peachridge Glass posts if I am struggling 
with some obscure bottle or merchant from the New York State area. Some 

of you may remember the great seminar that Brian gave at the FOHBC 2013 

Manchester National titled: “Mount Vernon Glass Co. - History, Products 

& People.” Brian Wolff and his co-presenter, Mark Yates, touched on early 

central New York glass houses and provided information on key people and 

a historic timeline of the Mt. Vernon/Granger operation. Our write-up in 

BOTTLES and EXTRAS said, “Attendees walked in the footsteps of pioneer 

researcher Harry Hall White and rediscovered the evidence he found in the 

1920s. Flasks, medicine and utility bottles, blown three-mold patterns and 

other items were discussed, confirmed and new discoveries were revealed. 
Yates, collector, researcher and enthusiast of early central New York glass, 

also provided additional commentary. Mark has a wealth of knowledge on 

early central New York bottles and has been collaborating with Brian for 

the last four years, with shard identification and additional research. Brian 
and Mark have a passion for glass that is contagious. The presentation was 

well-received by a room full of collectors who were treated with so much 

interesting material.” This is how we think of Brian.

 

What is just as remarkable is how our bottle collecting community collec-

tively received, digested and reacted to Brian’s news. In short order there 

was a new Facebook page called “Brian and Sherri Wolff Supporters” where 

we could get the latest news and reflect our thoughts. There were various 
ideas proposed to help defray the Wolff’s mounting expenses.

 

Next, there was a GoFundMe page that took off like a rocket. When the site 

was established, a link was posted on many of the bottle web site and Face-

book pages. A nice sum of money was raised very quickly. Our collecting 

community really stepped up to the plate here which was really good to see.

 

Then, our champion bottle collector, Mother Hen and Fairy God Mother, 

Dana Charlton-Zarro, stepped up as she was our collective face to organize 

and promote a series of fundraising raffles. As Dana states, “The one thing 

that most bottle collectors are familiar with is a raffle when they attend a 
bottle show. So I proposed the idea on the Early American Glass Facebook 

page, and Michael George offered to donate a beautiful HUNTER/FISHER-

MAN calabash for the raffle. He also did the artwork needed for get people’s 
attention. It was the “Brian Wolff Benefit Raffle” and collectors from across 
the country donated from $1 to $100 for raffle tickets to help Brian and Sher-
ri, including people who don’t even know Brian, but wanted to help. Tickets 

were sold via PayPal and in person at the Keene Antique Bottle Show where 

the winning ticket was drawn. As Michael said, it was a “Happening.” I 

asked Mark Yates to draw the winning ticket because he and Brian are close 

friends and colleagues in their study of the Mt. Vernon Glass Works. More 

tickets were sold at the show, reaching $2,086 for 2,850 tickets. Matt Greig 

won the raffle, which was very exciting because they are friends and I have 
photos of them together from the previous year at the Keene show. Every 

dollar was sent to Brian.

 

When I learned that Brian would be coming home after 6 weeks of treatment 

for his cancer, I started a new raffle, the “Brian Wolff Homecoming Benefit 
Raffle.” John Antonez donated a beautiful spring water bottle, MIDDLE-

TOWN HEALING SPRINGS, blown at Stoddard Glass Works, and Mike 

again did the artwork. This was another successful benefit, with tickets sold 
via PayPal, at the North Jersey Bottle Show and the Albany Bottle Show. 

This raised $772 for 1,011 tickets, also all proceeds were also sent to Brian. 

I asked Rick DeMarsh to draw the ticket at the Albany show. The winner of 
this raffle was Mark Yates! It couldn’t be more appropriate!
 

These benefit raffles proved that bottle collectors come together in times 
of true need. The best part was Sherri’s note that she and Brian were very 

grateful and amazed, and said, “We truly didn’t realize how many friends 

we have.”

 

Let’s all keep the Wolffs in our prayers.


