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itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184, an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery”. This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May | June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth, is heading up the nomination  pro-
cess for the election of all Federation officers including the President, 
Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership 

Director, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, 
Merchandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors 
(4). These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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We hope you like this issue of Bottles and Extras which is 

dedicated to our recent 2017 Springfield National. You will 
find within, an excellent comprehensive Springfield article by 
Jim Bender, one of our co-chairs. We decided to pair the Spring-

field article with Eric McGuire’s outstanding “Another Look at 

Sandwhich Glass’ article that initially appeared in the Springfield 
National souvenir program. These two feature pieces took most of 
our space within this issue. You will still find your section favorites 
like Member News, Shards of Wisdom, Member Photos, History’s 
Corner and Lost & Found etc. We even added a new page for Virtual 
Museum News which will now appear each issue. This update is 
being authored by Richard Siri who initially came up with the Virtual 
Museum idea.
 

I get asked often about the future and direction of the FOHBC and 
am pleased to say this topic was very much discussed, as usual, 

at our semi-annual board of directors meeting at the Springfield 
National. You can find meeting notes on the FOHBC web site under 
FOHBC: Notes of Record in the horizontal green menu bar. Of 
course, our future involves leadership, great ideas, volunteerism 
and contributions so we can address the many challenges facing an 
individual collector or club nowadays such as a dwindling group of 
younger hobbyists and competition from online bottle sites and other 
activities that seem to captivate the next generation. I mean, when I 
was a little guy and collected stamps, Matchbox cars, Hot Wheels, 
comic books, 45 RPM records, GI Joes, rock & roll posters etc., it 
just seemed natural to collect. I am just grateful that I was passed 
on the collecting gene from my father and his parents. Everyone 
just doesn’t get the collecting bug. Just a lucky few. I wish we could 
bottle and sell it. Wouldn’t that be great!
 

With that said, the board is now taking applications for the 2018-2020 
slate of Federation officers. First Vice-President Sheldon Baugh is 
heading up an independent committee to provide a board-recommend-

ed slate while we are also encouraging others to consider running 
against any of the other board suggested candidates. Instructions will 
be in the January February 2018 issue of Bottles and Extras. 

 

I would also like to note here that I will not be running for President 
again. It seems that six years is an adequate amount of time to get 
some limelight or tossed tomatoes (I say this with a playful smile) 
so we are looking for a new team to take our hobby forward in the 
coming years. There are so many good people and ideas that it is best 
to have a changing of the guard to keep things fresh. Our present 
board is spectacular and I hope that most decide to stay on. I would, 
however, like our membership and board to allow me to remain on 

the board in a Director-at-Large position to assist the FOHBC in 
areas of my familiarity. The President is supposed to move into this 

position per our bylaws.
 

I would also like to ask for volunteers to help us in areas of Bottles and 

Extras (articles, component authoring, proof reading, advertising so-

licitation), our FOHBC web site (show posts, show listings, archiving) 
newsletter (develop and issue bi-monthly), Virtual Museum (research) 
and National Conventions (many volunteers needed), to name the big 
areas. We need help as it is not fair or wise to just have a few pulling 
the rope. We are stronger as a group. I have said this many times.
 

Our national events are moving forward with the FOHBC 2018 
Cleveland National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo and 2019 
FOHBC 50th Anniversary Augusta National Antique Bottle Conven-

tion. You again can get an update on the latest news by referring to 
the Springfield National semi-annual FOHBC board meeting notes 
on the FOHBC web site.
 

Ok, now for some gallows or dark humor. Back in early August, I 
was contacted by a lovely young woman from The History Channel. 
They wanted to talk to me about an upcoming series on collecting 
and possibly visit the collection in Houston. We talked and I said 
every bottle has a story. I did mention that the collection was previ-
ously featured on an episode of Extreme Collectors but that did not 
seem to deter her. Well, things happened. We had a fateful appoint-
ment with a fellow named Harvey and I was offline and away from 
my world for a number of days. When I finally looked at my emails 
and phone messages, she had been trying to reach me to schedule a 
Skype web interview. My reply was simple… “OK. Underwater at 
the moment” Her reply was “Sounds fun! Let me know when you’ve 
come up for air!”. Ha. That was a good one. I didn’t reply as survival 
was on my immediate list of things to do. A few days later another 
email came in saying, “Oh my gosh.... I did not even realize you 
were in Houston! I misunderstood what you were saying in the last 
email. Stay safe!” 
 

Well, we’ve now had a 100-year flood, 500-year flood and now this 
1,000-year flood in a year and a half. Don’t put any stock into that 
baloney. There are changes in our environment, our natural world 
and with the millions of acres of development that have occurred on 

the vast rice fields, prairies and natural vegetation that once absorbed 
our downpours. This last one took the cake. I stopped measuring 
with my rain gauge when the raised urn and gauge floated away at 
30”. That’s biblical. We are now considering raising the house or 
razing the house. 

Elizabeth and I thank you all for the concern and well-wishes we 
received. I have been asked many times if any bottles broke? Actu-

ally, only one bottle broke. A figural barrel fell off a higher shelf 
and broke on my head. Probably a message there somewhere. No, it 
wasn’t a Headache Bitters! Lions, tigers and bears, oh my!

Enjoy your family, your friends and your glass. There are just so 
many other things going on in our country and our world that you 
must keep the core and foundation strong. Follow and fuel your heart 
and passion.


