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itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184, an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery”. This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May | June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth, is heading up the nomination  pro-
cess for the election of all Federation officers including the President, 
Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership 

Director, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, 
Merchandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors 
(4). These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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Matt Lacy

It is hard to believe how time has flown by! We are only a few 
weeks out from the Cleveland National Convention as this is being 

written, and closing out over two years of planning and execution. 
We are humbled and thankful for all the great individuals that pulled 
together. This has been one of the most challenging yet rewarding 
experiences imaginable in the bottle hobby. It has allowed me to 
reflect on our past events and admire all those that worked so hard to 
make them possible. We are truly blessed with amazing leadership 
and character in this hobby.
 

With new roles and responsibilities, one must also take the time to 
look back and acknowledge the great people and leadership that 
have guided the Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors. Earlier 
this week, I was flipping through a draft of the souvenir program 
and stopped at the Hall of Fame and Honor Roll sections. Two hours 

later, I looked up and realized how engrossed I was in the amaz-

ing lives of those have revolutionized this hobby. I would encour-
age anyone that wants to become more connected to the hobby at a 
deeper level to read those pages. There were many names that were 
very familiar and others that I knew little about; however, all had a 
profound impact on the hobby. 

We are fortunate to have had a remarkable board of directors over 
the past few years. Many on the board have dumped their heart and 
soul into continuing our great hobby. Any board with passionate and 
motivated members goes through its fair share of turmoil, which is 
not bred out of a place of discord, but rather a true desire to grow 
their hobby. These differing perspectives provide the bond that will 
make a board stronger as a whole. 

As President, Ferdinand Meyer has brought the FOHBC into the age 
of technology. The website, social media presence, virtual museum, 
modern magazine, and much more can be attributed to his leader-
ship, drive, and heart for the hobby. He has enhanced the conven-

tions with updated logos, an updated souvenir program, and signage. 
In addition, the format of the conventions has been updated to in-

clude many additional events to make them a true annual expo. This 
doesn’t even begin to scratch the surface of all the contributions he 
has made. I greatly admire what he has and continues to accomplish 
for the FOHBC and the hobby. 

I am very excited about the current slate of officers. We have a 
number of tenured members and some new members that will bring 
fresh new perspectives to the table. I am looking forward to discuss-

ing a number of topics we will be assessing. How do we reach a new 
generation of collectors effectively? How can we make conventions 
more inclusive of all collectors and dealers? How can we earn more 

support from regions that are hosting conventions? What can the 
FOHBC do to better serve clubs and membership? How do we grow 
a hobby that is experiencing natural attrition? All of these questions 
are important to the future of the bottle collecting community. 

I am always surprised when many of the new collectors I talk to have 
never even attended a show! Almost without exception, my first ob-

jective when learning this is to invite them to a local show. I would 
encourage all of us to do the same! Let’s get them plugged in. Con-

necting to a local club is also very important to a good foundation 
in the hobby. Many collectors want to have a sense of purpose and 
a place to belong to make a positive impact. Bottle shows and club 
meetings across the country have such a profound impact on col-
lectors. These events not only provide a means of learning, but also 
extend a view of the opportunities collecting allows. There is also a 
great deal of satisfaction to be found in the thrill of the hunt. Sure, 
we can buy great glass online or at auction, but there is nothing like 
going to show after show, meeting great friends and mentors, and 
procuring that treasured piece that was nowhere to be found online. 

Technology is a great tool, but in many ways it has stripped us of the 
simple joys that the hobby once allowed us. The excitement that once 
echoed the walls of a show or convention has been replaced with the 
glare of screens and noise of cell phones. There is simply no equiva-

lent to attending a FOHBC annual event. The events have improved 
greatly, but we have identified some refinement areas that I would 
like to address in the next couple of years. Rising expenses have left 
many feeling excluded and deterred. Extensive event schedules have 
put strain on personal obligations. It is time to come full circle and 
make conventions affordable and fun for all collectors. I am looking 
forward to working with our new board to generate ideas congru-

ent to this path for 2021 and beyond. I am also very excited to work 
alongside our new Conventions Director and the amazing teams as-

sembled for the 2019 event in Augusta and the 2020 event in Reno. 

My objective is to rally a grassroots movement to get back to the 
simplicity, fun, and excitement that allowed this hobby to flourish. 
This can be accomplished through a servant leadership mindset. 
How can we, as the FOHBC, best serve you? How can we serve your 
club? How can we serve your region? How can we serve this hobby 
and promote it to those who may not be aware of the greatest trea-

sure hunt on earth? How can we share the beauty and artistic value in 
the craftsmanship of early glass? The answer is simple. We share our 
hobby with others by serving them and inviting them to get plugged 
into an organization that acts as a launching pad to make a difference 
in the hobby. 

Over the years, I have personally shared our hobby with dozens 
of people who didn’t know bottle collecting was even “a thing.” 
It always amazes me how many people have close ties to antique 
bottles in some way. It was only last week that a co-worker brought 
in bottles to show me that he found wading in the Virgin Islands. I 
followed his sharing immediately with an invitation to our national 
event. Will every invite turn into the next Hall of Fame inductee? 
No, but it might. 

I want to conclude by saying that I am thankful for the support net-
work we have in our hobby. Thanks to all those who help the hobby 
grow and continue on. I look forward to serving you. 


