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The Patent Jug Handle and 

the Summit Pottery Works  
by Mark C. Wiseman
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I was attending the 2015 Red Wing Col-
lector’s Society Mid-Winter Conven-

tion in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and 

near the end of the Saturday Night auc-

tion I purchased a one gallon salt glazed 
shoulder jug that had some embossed 
lettering. It is embossed on the slope 
opposite the handle “H”, “PATD  OCT 3 
D  82”.

I looked for the patent on the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office “Search for 
Patents” web site, and without too much 
trouble found it, by searching through the 
Patents listed for that date.

The Patent is essentially for the jug mold 
with a molded handle which would be a 
“Fin” after molding and then the handle 
hole cut out of it. Although the shoulder 
on the actual jug does not have the circular ridge around the 
jug like the patent picture, it has the flat surface on the top for 
stacking in the kiln. I might guess that the “H” on the jug would 
stand for “Henry.” I researched Henry Robinson and Richard 
Whitmore, of Akron, Ohio using the Akron-Summit County 

Public Library web site for City Directories, and map collections. 
Also, I found some historical books that indicated the history of 
their pottery firm, and reviewed the Census records. The 1881 
book “History of Summit County” in the “City of Akron” chapter 
describes the company:

“The business of Whitmore, Robinsons & Co., was established 
in a comparatively small way, in 1857, by a number of practical 
potters, under the style of Johnson, Whitmore & Co. They com-

menced with one kiln, and their whole area for working consisted 
of about a quarter of an acre of land, situated on the south side of 
Market Street, Middlebury, now the Sixth Ward of Akron, where 
they set to work making yellow-ware, then a new manufacture in 
this section. Fortune favored them, and their business prospered. 
In January, 1862; Mr. Johnson retired, and in the following April, 
James B. Manton became a member of the firm, whereupon 
the style changed to Whitmore, Robinsons & Co. consisting of 
Richard Whitmore, Thomas Robinson, William Robinson and 
James B. Manton. In 1866, Henry Robinson was taken into the 
co-partnership.”  

The January 15th, 1860 Census for Middlebury, in Summit 
County, lists:

Richard Whitmore, age 39, a “potter”, born in England, with a 1,000 
dollars in Real Estate, a 100 dollars of Personal estate, his wife 
Emma age 27, born in England, and five children born in Ohio. 

Thomas Robinson, age 24, a “potter”, born in England, with his wife 
Josephine age 23, born in Pennsylvania, and three children

Wm. Robinson (jr.) age 22, born in England, with his wife  Anna age 
22, born in England, and one child.

Wm. Robinson (sr.) age 46, a ‘potter”, born in England, his 53 year 
old wife Elizabeth, born in England, and son Henry Robinson age 
16, born in England

James B. Manton, age 25, a “Butcher” born in England, with a wife 
Harriet age 20, also born in England.

The July 24th, 1870 Census for Middlebury Twp. and P.O. in 

Summit County, lists:

R. Whitmore, age 49, a “potter”, born in England, with 4000 dollars 

1856 Middlebury Map

Patent for a Jug Mold with a molded handle



52 Bottles and extrasseptemBer - octoBer 2019

in Real Estate, 150 dollars of Personal estate, his wife Emma age 
36, born in England, daughter Elizabeth age 19, son William H, age 
16, a “potter”, and five other children all born in Ohio.

Thos. Robinson, age 34, a “potter”, born In England, with 2000 
dollars of Real Estate and 100 dollars of Personal Estate, with wife 
and seven children (including Henry (A.) Robinson, age 11).

William Robinson (jr.) age 33, a “potter”, born in England, with 
5000 dollars of Real Estate and 200 dollars of Personal Estate, with 
wife and three children 

William Robinson (sr.) age 57, a “laborer”, born in England, and 
Henry Robinson age 26, a “potter” born in England. 

Sampson Robinson is listed as a 26 year old “potter”, born in Eng-

land, living in the household of Samuel Smith a 26 year old potter.
 

It is important to note that Henry Robinson is listed as the son of 
William Robinson, and it would then follow that Thomas Robin-

son and William Robinson Jr. are his brothers. 

By following William Robinson, Henry’s father farther back we 
see that the July 4th, 1850 Census for East Liverpool, Columbi-
ana County, Ohio lists his household as:

Wm. Robinson, age 38, a “laborer”, born in England, his wife Eliza-

beth age 44, born in England
Richard Whitmore, age 26, a “laborer”, born in England, Emma 

Whitmore age 18, born in England
Thomas Robinson, age 16, a “potter”
William Robinson, age 16
Harriet Robinson, age 11
Henry Robinson, age 8
John Robinson, age 3
Also living at the same residence
Richard Milwood, age 20, a “potter”
Joseph Millwood, a “potter”, age 21, 
all born in England.  

The passenger list for the ship “Minnesota’ which arrived in New 
York on September 30, 1848, includes: 

William Robinson age 40, a “Crate-maker”
Elizabeth, age 38
Charles, age 17
Emma, age 14
Thomas, age 12
Harriet, age 10
William, age 10
Henry, age 4
John, age 10 months
all born in England.

The 1841 Staffordshire, England Census lists: 

William Robinson age 25, a “crate-maker”
Elizabeth, age 30
Henry, age 15, a “crate-maker”,
Emma, age 7
Thomas, age 5
William, age 3
Harriet, age 1

William Robinson was born at Staffordshire England, Stoke 
Upon Trent, North Pirehill about 1816, he died in Akron, Decem-

ber 13, 1873.
      

In the book “A History of Northeast Ohio Stoneware” by F. 
Robert Treichler describes the migration of English potters to 
America in the 1840’s and specifically to East Liverpool, and in 
the case of the Robinsons then on to Middlebury. The following 
description of the Robinsons reveals how closely related the fam-

ily pottery company members were:

“The whole clan, including the father, three sons, two daughters 
and one son in-law, came to America aboard the ship, Minnesota, 
arriving at New York on Sept. 30, 1848. A typical passage from 
Liverpool required six to seven weeks at sea and then a voyage 
up the Hudson River and west via the Erie Canal to Buffalo. 

From Buffalo they boarded a Lake Erie ship, then followed a 
canal to Rochester, PA. (on the Ohio River), and eventually, came 
downriver to East Liverpool. The father, William Robinson Sr. 
(born 1812), is recorded as a laborer in the factory of Jabez Vo-

drey in 1850. Apparently, both his eldest son William Jr. (1837-
1887), and his son-in-law Richard Whitmore (married to Emma 
Robinson), were also employed in East Liverpool Potteries. Wil-
liam Sr.’s second son, Thomas, must also have been introduced 
to the trade, and it was he who made the first link with Middle-

bury operations. Thomas Robinson (then about 15) and Thomas 
Johnson, another Staffordshire immigrant, came to Middlebury 
to work for Enoch Rowley in 1852. They seem to have prospered 
enough that by 1856 they convinced Thomas Robinson’s 35-year-
old-brother-in-law, Richard Whitmore, to leave East Liverpool 
and become the senior partner with them in a new firm, the Sum-

mit Pottery Works”  

The other members of the family followed them to Middlebury. 
James B. Manton would join the family and the firm, he was mar-
ried to Harriet Robinson the youngest daughter. The book “Fifty 
Years and Over of Akron and Summit County” by Ex-Sherriff 
Samuel A. Lane, 1892 describes the company’s early years:

“The manufacture of Rockingham and yellow ware, was com-

menced in Middlebury, on a small scale, about 1850 or 1851 by 
Enoch Rowley and Edwin and Herbert Baker: some two or three 
years later Mr. Thomas Johnson becoming associated with Mr. 
Rowley in the business. February 6, 1857, Richard Whitmore and 
Messrs Robinson succeeded Mr. Rowley, under the firm name 
Johnson, Whitmore & Co., afterwards, in 1862, changed to Whit-
more, Robinsons & Co. thus continuing until incorporated…….”           

The 1871 Middlebury Business Directory, contained in the 1871-1872 Bailey’s 
Akron Directory
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The Township of Middlebury was Annexed to the City of Akron 
on August 15, 1872. Middlebury became part of the 6th Ward of 
Akron, adjoining the old east city limits.

The 1873-1874 Akron City Directory lists:

“Whitmore, Robinsons & Co. (R. Whitmore, T. Robinson, W. Rob-

inson, H. Robinson, J.B. Manton) stone and queens ware manufg. 
ws Market s Water, 6th Ward.

Richard Whitmore (Whitmore Robinsons & Co.) res w s Market, s 
Middlebury, 6th Ward.

Thos. Robinson (Whitmore Robinson Co.) res ne cor High and John-

ston, 6th Ward.

William Robinson Jr. (Whitmore Robinsons Co.) res n w cor Kent 
and Broad, 6th Ward. 

Henry Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res w s Robinson n 
High 6th ward

Sampson Robinson, potter Whitmore Robinson Co.

Wm. Robinson, res ss Johnson w River, 6th Ward

J.B. Manton (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) r es Market s Middlebury, 
6th Ward. 

 The 1875-1876 Akron City Directory lists:

Summit Pottery Works, Whitmore Robinson & Co. prop., Market e 
of Water, 6th Ward. 

 

Whitmore, Robinson & Co., (Richard Whitmore, Thomas Robinson, 
Wm. Robinson, Henry Robinson, James B. Manton) proprietors 
Summit Pottery, mnfrs Rockingham, yellow queensware, Ohio 
stoneware & c., Market e of Water, 6th Ward.

Richard Whitmore (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res ss Market 5th 
door w of High, 6th Ward.

Thomas Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res ss High Junction 
Water and Johnston, 6th Ward.

William Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res w s Kent St. 6th Ward. 

Henry Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) bds ns E Market, 6th Ward.

James B. Manton (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res ns Market 5th 
door west of High, 6th Ward. 

The 1877-1878 Akron City Directory lists:

Whitmore Robinson & Co., (Richard Whitmore, Thomas Robinson, 
Wm. Robinson, Henry Robinson, James B.Manton),proprietors 
Summit Pottery Works, manufacturers rockingham yellow queen-

sware Ohio Stoneware & c, se cor Market and Water Sts. 6th Ward.

Richard Whitmore, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 1052 e Market, 
6th Ward

Thomas Robinson, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 225 s Water, 6th 
Ward

Wm. Robinson, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 301 Kent, 6th Ward

Combination Atlas Map of Summit County, 1874

Illustrated Summit County Map, 1891

Ward 6, Combination Atlas Map of Summit County, 1874



54 Bottles and extrasseptemBer - octoBer 2019

Henry Robinson, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) bds 1043 E Market, 
6th Ward

James B. Manton, Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 1043 e Market, 
6th Ward   

Elizabeth Robinson, (wid William) res 100 Johnston, 6th Ward

The listings in the 1879-1880 Akron City Directory are essential-

ly the same, with no advertisement, Henry Robinson continuing 
to live at the residence of James B. Manton. In 1879 the Rob-

inson Brothers entered into the “Vitrified Sewer Tile’ business 
at a new plant. The new firm’s name was Robinson Brothers & 
Company, with both this firm and the Summit Pottery Works 
continuing. The book “Fifty Years and Over of Akron and Summit 

County” describes this firm:

“This company, located near the “Old Forge,” and contiguous to 
all the railroads running through Akron, was established in 1879, 
with an authorized capital of $300,000, its main shops being 50 
X 240 and 50 X 160 feet, two stories high, with boiler and engine 
room 40 X 60 feet; machinery, kilns, etc, of the very best.”  

So by 1880 the Robinson Brothers and extended family had two 
large businesses that were growing and prosperous. 
The June 10th, 1880 Census lists:

Richard Whitmore, age 59, living only with one son and two daugh-

ters. His wife Emma Robinson Whitmore had died in 1870. 

Henry Robinson, age 36, a single “boarder”  “potter” was living in 
the household of James B. Manton, age 46, a “potter” with his 

Harriet, age 40, wife and two children.

Thomas Robinson age 44, a “potter” his wife Josephine and four children.

Wm Robinson (jr) age 42, a “potter”, his wide Ellen, son Byron age 
20, a “book keeper”, and two other children.   

The 1881 book “History of Summit County” continues its descrip-

tion of the Summit Pottery Works:

“From time to time, commodious additions were made to their 

works, thus increasing their producing capacity, until they had 
the satisfaction of knowing that theirs was the most extensive 
and complete stoneware pottery in the world. They run six mills, 
operated by three steam engines, with a total of 175-horse-power. 
While this company makes stoneware their principal manufac-

ture, they also produce all kinds of yellow and Rockingham ware. 
In this department, they have two up-draft kilns, which are run to 
their full capacity.

The buildings of this immense concern have the following dimen-

sions: Main building, of brick (stoneware department), 177 X 
50 feet, three stories; kiln sheds and engine houses attached, 177 
X 50 feet, one story; yellow ware warehouse, of brick, 80 X 34 
feet, three stories, with wing 20 X 30 feet; yellow and Rocking-

ham ware factory, of stone, 70 X 36 feet, three stories; stoneware 
factory, of stone, 180 X 36 feet, two stories; slipware shop, of 
brick, 50 X 40 feet, two stories; dipping-house and green-house, 
frame, 100 X 30 feet, two stories; other small buildings for vari-
ous uses, about half an acre of area. The aggregate floor surface 
of these works is 97,660 square feet, or about two and a quarter 
acres. They ship their goods principally to the West, and South-

west as far as Texas, while they also have a growing Eastern 
trade.”

So on February 15th, 1882 the application for the “Jug” patent 
was filed and it was issued as a Patent on October 3rd, 1882. It 
is not clear if this “patent” jug was a success, the Summit Pot-
tery Works was obviously a large factory at this point so if the 
molding of jugs and their handles at the same time increased the 
production rate it may have been. However, I have not found 

1877-1878 Akron City Directory

1874 Ward 6 Summit County map 1891 Ward 6 Summit County Map
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any advertising to indicate they were promoting this method, or 
improved product. There may be more versions of this actual 
“Patent” jug out in the world or not.

The following article from “The Saturday Review”, East 

Liverpool, Ohio, of January 19, 1884, indicates that there was 
collusion from associated and organized manufacturers of Yel-
low ware and Rockingham ware in the United States, in order 
to maintain viable pricing on their products.  The Whitmore 
Robinson & Co was a member of this organization.

1886 Leading Manufactur-
ers and Merchants of the 
City of Cleveland (Including 
City of Akron)

The book “Fifty Years and 

Over of Akron and Summit 

County” (1891) describes 
the firm:

“The Whitmore, Robinsons 
& Co.- This company was 
incorporated in Septem-

ber, 1887, with a capital 
of $200,000, the present 
members of the company 
being: Richard Whitmore, 
president; Henry Robin-

son, vice president; Byron 

W. Robinson, secretary; 
Thomas Robinson, treasur-
er; Mrs. William Robinson 
and Mrs. James B. Manton. 
The company manufactures 

Akron stoneware, Rocking-

ham and yellow ware and 

fine glazed stoneware. Their 
works are at the southeast 

corner of East Market street 
and Case Avenue, consisting 
of a three story brick block, 
with other buildings at-
tached, giving an aggregate 
floorage of nearly 100,000 
square feet…..It is one of 
the most extensive and com-

plete establishments of its 
kind in the United States, its 
wares finding a ready sale in 
the principal markets of the 

country, both East and West. 
Capacity 600 car loads per 

year; employees, 100.” 

A newspaper article from 
the Coshocton Age, Coshoc-

ton, Ohio dated January 5, 

1900 indicates that on De-

cember 30, 1899, in Akron, 

1881-1882 Akron City Directory, by N.H. Burch & Co.

The 1881-1882 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms above 

1883-1884 Akron City and Summit County Directory

The 1883-1884 Akron City Directory has these listings for the three comap-
nies above:

The Saturday Review, East Liverpool, 
January 19, 1884

The following article from “The Saturday Review”, East Liverpool, Ohio, of January 19, 
1884, indicates that there was collusion from associated and organized manufacturers of 
Yellow ware and Rockingham ware in the United States, in order to maintain viable 
pricing on their products.  The Whitmore Robinson & Co was a member of this 
organization. 
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The 1885-1886 Akron City Directory has these listings 
for the firms:

1885-1886 Akron City and Summit County Directory The book “The Leading Manufac-
turers and Merchants of the City 
of Cleveland and Environs, A Half 
Century of Progress 1836-1886, 
Including City of Akron” has this 
testimonial type description of the 
Firm. The Evening Review, East 
Liverpool, Ohio, March 31, 1887

The previous Cleveland article indicated that James B. 
Manton had died, and Harriet his wife had taken his place 
in the Company, she was after all a Robinson. The next 
article from 1887 describes the death of William Robinson 
Jr. and has a good description of the overall family history.

The Evening Review , East Liverpool, Ohio, 
March 31, 1887

The Akron City Directory June 1887

The 1887 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

56
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1888-1889 Akron City and Summit County Directory

The 1888-1889 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

1889-1890 Akron City and Summit County Directory

1891-1892 Akron City Directory

The 1892-1893 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

1892-1893 Akron City Directory

The Evening News Review, October 21, 1896                 
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1891 View of the 6th Ward from Tallmadge Road

The Newark Daily Advocate, New-
ark Ohio, October 22, 1896

1898 Akron City Directory

 
1898 Akron City Directory 
 
 

 

1898 Akron City Directory 1899 Akron City Directory

1902 Akron City Directory
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Postcard for the Robinson’s Clay Products Company

Another Postcard for the Robinson’s Clay Products Company
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Ohio, “The E.H. Merrill Co., Whitmore, Robinson & Co., and 
Markle & Son withdrew from the Akron Pottery company, which 
was a combine of local corporations to enter the independent 
field. They will consolidate under the name of Robinson-Merrill 
Co., capitalized at $500,000.” The Articles of Incorporation filed 
with the State of Ohio, for the Robinson-Merrill Pottery Com-

pany, of Akron, with $500,000 in Capital were filed on December 
30, 1899.  

The Nebraska State Journal, of Lincoln Nebraska dated February 
14, 1900, has an article entitled “Potteries Combined” “Akron, 
Ohio, February 13, 1900.  “The combination of three large pot-
teries was perfected today. It includes the Whitmore-Robinson 
company, Markle & Son, and the E.H. Merrill company. Deeds 
transferring the plants to the Robinson-Merrill company were 
filed today. The company is capitalized at $500,000. 

The 1901 Listings are the same.

The June 1st, 1900 Census for the 6th Ward, Akron Township, 
Summit County, Ohio lists:

Henry Robinson, age 56, born in England, married 21 years, a 
“Manufacturer”

Mary  C. Robinson, age 44, wife, born in Indiana

Elizabeth M., age 11, daughter, 

William E. age 5, son, both born in Ohio.
The 1903 Akron City Directory lists:

“Robinson Clay Products Company, The, Henry Robinson Pres., 
John F. Townsend vice pres, B W Robinson sec, F W Butler asst 
sec, H B. Manton treas, gen offices 1010 E Market, both Phones 
288”

An article in the book “A Centennial History of Akron 1825-

1925” entitled “Clay Products” (1925) by H. Karl Butler de-

scribes:

“In 1900 the clay products business shifted around toward a more 
solid and substantial form of organization. Whitmore, Robinson 
and Co. merged with the E.H. Merrill Co. as the Robinson, Mer-
rill Co. Two years later this was changed to the Robinson Clay 
Product Co. The American Sewer Pipe Co. had meantime ab-

sorbed a great many of the smaller plants. These two companies 
became the principal clay manufactories….As has been related, 
the Robinson Clay Products Company and the American Vitrified 
Products Company (successor to the American sewer Pipe Co.) 
rose to a domination of the sewer pipe field in the early years of 
this century. The Robinson firm is headed by Henry B. Manton, 
son of James B. Manton, one of the founders of the firm in 1856. 
It has eight plants in Ohio and western Pennsylvania.”

Also of Note:

“In 1920, Robinson Clay Products of Akron combined with the 
Ransbottom Brothers Pottery of Roseville to create Robinson-
Ransbottom. Four brothers began the Ransbottom Brothers 
Pottery around 1900. The pottery was located in Ironspot, a mile 
north of Roseville. At the time of the merger, Ransbottom Broth-

ers made utilitarian stoneware and bricks. Utilitarian products in-

cluded bowls, churns, milk pans, poultry fountains, preserve jars, 
etc. Robinson-Ransbottom manufactured pieces under a variety 
of trademarks, e.g., “Old Colony,” “Rustic Ware”, “Luxor”, “Tio-

nesta Art Ware”, “Meal Makers Oven Ware”, and “Early Stone-

ware American”. Old Colony and Rustic Ware were introduced in 
the 1930s, with Old Colony remaining in production until 1940 
and Rustic Ware being produced into the 1960s.”

Henry Robinson passed away on September 22, 1906.

The 1900 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

The 1902 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

1910   6th Ward, Akron Summit County Map


