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was attending the 2015 Red Wing Col-

lector’s Society Mid-Winter Conven-
tion in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, and
near the end of the Saturday Night auc-
tion I purchased a one gallon salt glazed
shoulder jug that had some embossed -
lettering. It is embossed on the slope
opposite the handle “H”, “PATD OCT 3
D 82”. akeiier, - 2k

I looked for the patent on the United States [—savenray: =
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Patent and Trademark Office “Search for & ‘-”""‘*"":"; ®
Patents” web site, and without too much Nursery Groumds
trouble found it, by searching through the T

Patents listed for that date.
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The Patent is essentially for the jug mold

with a molded handle which would be a 1856 Middlebury Map

“Fin” after molding and then the handle

hole cut out of it. Although the shoulder

on the actual jug does not have the circular ridge around the

jug like the patent picture, it has the flat surface on the top for
stacking in the kiln. I might guess that the “H” on the jug would
stand for “Henry.” I researched Henry Robinson and Richard
Whitmore, of Akron, Ohio using the Akron-Summit County

{No Model.)

H. ROBINSON & R. WHITMORE.
106,
No. 265,640. Patented Oct. 3, 1882,
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Patent for a Jug Mold with a molded handle

Public Library web site for City Directories, and map collections.
Also, I found some historical books that indicated the history of
their pottery firm, and reviewed the Census records. The 1881
book “History of Summit County” in the “City of Akron” chapter
describes the company:

“The business of Whitmore, Robinsons & Co., was established
in a comparatively small way, in 1857, by a number of practical
potters, under the style of Johnson, Whitmore & Co. They com-
menced with one kiln, and their whole area for working consisted
of about a quarter of an acre of land, situated on the south side of
Market Street, Middlebury, now the Sixth Ward of Akron, where
they set to work making yellow-ware, then a new manufacture in
this section. Fortune favored them, and their business prospered.
In January, 1862; Mr. Johnson retired, and in the following April,
James B. Manton became a member of the firm, whereupon

the style changed to Whitmore, Robinsons & Co. consisting of
Richard Whitmore, Thomas Robinson, William Robinson and
James B. Manton. In 1866, Henry Robinson was taken into the
co-partnership.”

The January 15th, 1860 Census for Middlebury, in Summit
County, lists:

Richard Whitmore, age 39, a “potter”, born in England, with a 1,000
dollars in Real Estate, a 100 dollars of Personal estate, his wife
Emma age 27, born in England, and five children born in Ohio.

Thomas Robinson, age 24, a “potter”, born in England, with his wife
Josephine age 23, born in Pennsylvania, and three children

Wm. Robinson (jr.) age 22, born in England, with his wife Anna age
22, born in England, and one child.

Wm. Robinson (sr.) age 46, a ‘potter”, born in England, his 53 year
old wife Elizabeth, born in England, and son Henry Robinson age
16, born in England

James B. Manton, age 25, a “Butcher” born in England, with a wife
Harriet age 20, also born in England.
The July 24th, 1870 Census for Middlebury Twp. and P.O. in
Summit County, lists:

R. Whitmore, age 49, a “potter”, born in England, with 4000 dollars
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in Real Estate, 150 dollars of Personal estate, his wife Emma age
36, born in England, daughter Elizabeth age 19, son William H, age
16, a “potter”, and five other children all born in Ohio.

Thos. Robinson, age 34, a “potter”, born In England, with 2000
dollars of Real Estate and 100 dollars of Personal Estate, with wife
and seven children (including Henry (A.) Robinson, age 11).

William Robinson (jr.) age 33, a “potter”, born in England, with
5000 dollars of Real Estate and 200 dollars of Personal Estate, with
wife and three children

William Robinson (sr.) age 57, a “laborer”, born in England, and
Henry Robinson age 26, a “potter” born in England.

Sampson Robinson is listed as a 26 year old “potter”, born in Eng-
land, living in the household of Samuel Smith a 26 year old potter.

It is important to note that Henry Robinson is listed as the son of
William Robinson, and it would then follow that Thomas Robin-
son and William Robinson Jr. are his brothers.

By following William Robinson, Henry’s father farther back we
see that the July 4th, 1850 Census for East Liverpool, Columbi-
ana County, Ohio lists his household as:

Wm. Robinson, age 38, a “laborer”, born in England, his wife Eliza-
beth age 44, born in England

Richard Whitmore, age 26, a “laborer”, born in England, Emma
Whitmore age 18, born in England

Thomas Robinson, age 16, a “potter”

William Robinson, age 16

Harriet Robinson, age 11

Henry Robinson, age 8

John Robinson, age 3

Also living at the same residence

Richard Milwood, age 20, a “potter”

Joseph Millwood, a “potter”, age 21,

all born in England.

The passenger list for the ship “Minnesota’ which arrived in New
York on September 30, 1848, includes:

William Robinson age 40, a “Crate-maker”
Elizabeth, age 38

Charles, age 17

Emma, age 14

Thomas, age 12

Harriet, age 10

William, age 10

Henry, age 4

John, age 10 months

all born in England.

The 1841 Staffordshire, England Census lists:

William Robinson age 25, a “crate-maker”
Elizabeth, age 30

Henry, age 15, a “crate-maker”,

Emma, age 7

Thomas, age 5

William, age 3

Harriet, age 1
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SUMMIT POTTERY.
WHITMORE, ROBINSONS & 0.,

Rockingham, x%ﬁ;;;maoﬁd Variegated
‘ * "QUEENSWARE,

Also, Ohio Stone Ware, and. Improved Stone Wash Boards,
MIDDLEBURY, SUMMIF C0., @. -

k. WHITHORE T RODLXEOX, W. LOBLXS0N, 1R A I, MAXTON

The 1871 Middlebury Business Directory, contained in the 1871-1872 Bailey's
Akron Directory

William Robinson was born at Staffordshire England, Stoke
Upon Trent, North Pirehill about 1816, he died in Akron, Decem-
ber 13, 1873.

In the book “A History of Northeast Ohio Stoneware” by F.
Robert Treichler describes the migration of English potters to
America in the 1840’s and specifically to East Liverpool, and in
the case of the Robinsons then on to Middlebury. The following
description of the Robinsons reveals how closely related the fam-
ily pottery company members were:

“The whole clan, including the father, three sons, two daughters
and one son in-law, came to America aboard the ship, Minnesota,
arriving at New York on Sept. 30, 1848. A typical passage from
Liverpool required six to seven weeks at sea and then a voyage
up the Hudson River and west via the Erie Canal to Buffalo.
From Buffalo they boarded a Lake Erie ship, then followed a
canal to Rochester, PA. (on the Ohio River), and eventually, came
downriver to East Liverpool. The father, William Robinson Sr.
(born 1812), is recorded as a laborer in the factory of Jabez Vo-
drey in 1850. Apparently, both his eldest son William Jr. (1837-
1887), and his son-in-law Richard Whitmore (married to Emma
Robinson), were also employed in East Liverpool Potteries. Wil-
liam Sr.’s second son, Thomas, must also have been introduced
to the trade, and it was he who made the first link with Middle-
bury operations. Thomas Robinson (then about 15) and Thomas
Johnson, another Staffordshire immigrant, came to Middlebury
to work for Enoch Rowley in 1852. They seem to have prospered
enough that by 1856 they convinced Thomas Robinson’s 35-year-
old-brother-in-law, Richard Whitmore, to leave East Liverpool
and become the senior partner with them in a new firm, the Sum-
mit Pottery Works”

The other members of the family followed them to Middlebury.
James B. Manton would join the family and the firm, he was mar-
ried to Harriet Robinson the youngest daughter. The book “Fifty
Years and Over of Akron and Summit County” by Ex-Sherriff
Samuel A. Lane, 1892 describes the company’s early years:

“The manufacture of Rockingham and yellow ware, was com-
menced in Middlebury, on a small scale, about 1850 or 1851 by
Enoch Rowley and Edwin and Herbert Baker: some two or three
years later Mr. Thomas Johnson becoming associated with Mr.
Rowley in the business. February 6, 1857, Richard Whitmore and
Messrs Robinson succeeded Mr. Rowley, under the firm name
Johnson, Whitmore & Co., afterwards, in 1862, changed to Whit-
more, Robinsons & Co. thus continuing until incorporated....... o
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The Township of Middlebury was Annexed to the City of Akron
on August 15, 1872. Middlebury became part of the 6th Ward of
Akron, adjoining the old east city limits.

lllustrated Summit County Map, 1891

The 1873-1874 Akron City Directory lists:
“Whitmore, Robinsons & Co. (R. Whitmore, T. Robinson, W. Rob-
inson, H. Robinson, J.B. Manton) stone and queens ware manufg.

ws Market s Water, 6th Ward.

Richard Whitmore (Whitmore Robinsons & Co.) res w s Market, s
Middlebury, 6th Ward.

Thos. Robinson (Whitmore Robinson Co.) res ne cor High and John-
ston, 6th Ward.

William Robinson Jr. (Whitmore Robinsons Co.) res n w cor Kent
and Broad, 6th Ward.

Henry Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res w s Robinson n
High 6th ward

Sampson Robinson, potter Whitmore Robinson Co.

Wm. Robinson, res ss Johnson w River, 6th Ward
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J.B. Manton (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) r es Market s Middlebury,
6th Ward.

The 1875-1876 Akron City Directory lists:

Summit Pottery Works, Whitmore Robinson & Co. prop., Market e
of Water, 6th Ward.

Whitmore, Robinson & Co., (Richard Whitmore, Thomas Robinson,
Wm. Robinson, Henry Robinson, James B. Manton) proprietors
Summit Pottery, mnfrs Rockingham, yellow queensware, Ohio
stoneware & c., Market e of Water, 6th Ward.

Richard Whitmore (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res ss Market 5th
door w of High, 6th Ward.

Thomas Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res ss High Junction
Water and Johnston, 6th Ward.

William Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res w s Kent St. 6th Ward.
Henry Robinson (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) bds ns E Market, 6th Ward.

James B. Manton (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res ns Market 5th
door west of High, 6th Ward.

The 1877-1878 Akron City Directory lists:

Whitmore Robinson & Co., (Richard Whitmore, Thomas Robinson,
Wm. Robinson, Henry Robinson, James B.Manton),proprietors
Summit Pottery Works, manufacturers rockingham yellow queen-
sware Ohio Stoneware & ¢, se cor Market and Water Sts. 6th Ward.

Richard Whitmore, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 1052 ¢ Market,
6th Ward

Thomas Robinson, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 225 s Water, 6th
Ward

Wm. Robinson, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 301 Kent, 6th Ward



54

Henry Robinson, (Whitmore Robinson & Co.) bds 1043 E Market,
6th Ward

James B. Manton, Whitmore Robinson & Co.) res 1043 e Market,
6th Ward

Elizabeth Robinson, (wid William) res 100 Johnston, 6th Ward

The listings in the 1879-1880 Akron City Directory are essential-
ly the same, with no advertisement, Henry Robinson continuing
to live at the residence of James B. Manton. In 1879 the Rob-
inson Brothers entered into the “Vitrified Sewer Tile’ business

at a new plant. The new firm’s name was Robinson Brothers &
Company, with both this firm and the Summit Pottery Works
continuing. The book “Fifty Years and Over of Akron and Summit
County” describes this firm:

“This company, located near the “Old Forge,” and contiguous to
all the railroads running through Akron, was established in 1879,
with an authorized capital of $300,000, its main shops being 50
X 240 and 50 X 160 feet, two stories high, with boiler and engine
room 40 X 60 feet; machinery, kilns, etc, of the very best.”

So by 1880 the Robinson Brothers and extended family had two
large businesses that were growing and prosperous.
The June 10th, 1880 Census lists:

Richard Whitmore, age 59, living only with one son and two daugh-
ters. His wife Emma Robinson Whitmore had died in 1870.

CLINT3

Henry Robinson, age 36, a single “boarder” “potter” was living in
the household of James B. Manton, age 46, a “potter” with his

Harriet, age 40, wife and two children.
Thomas Robinson age 44, a “potter” his wife Josephine and four children.

‘Wm Robinson (jr) age 42, a “potter”, his wide Ellen, son Byron age
20, a “book keeper”, and two other children.

The 1881 book “History of Summit County” continues its descrip-
tion of the Summit Pottery Works:

1874 Ward 6 Summit County map
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Summit Pottery Works.
WHITMORE, ROBINSONE & CO,

Alipmineturers of .
Rockingham, Yellow, Queensware,
OIRIO STONE WARE,
And Improved Stone Wash-Doanls,

W okamnen e, A wpox, Ouro, (6th “rﬂl'd,)

H lplyeeon
Manton SCMAIT LOUNTY

B W hitmovg,
T Rn:-b)m-l-un

1877-1878 Akron City Directory

“From time to time, commodious additions were made to their
works, thus increasing their producing capacity, until they had
the satisfaction of knowing that theirs was the most extensive
and complete stoneware pottery in the world. They run six mills,
operated by three steam engines, with a total of 175-horse-power.
While this company makes stoneware their principal manufac-
ture, they also produce all kinds of yellow and Rockingham ware.
In this department, they have two up-draft kilns, which are run to
their full capacity.

The buildings of this immense concern have the following dimen-
sions: Main building, of brick (stoneware department), 177 X

50 feet, three stories; kiln sheds and engine houses attached, 177
X 50 feet, one story; yellow ware warehouse, of brick, 80 X 34
feet, three stories, with wing 20 X 30 feet; yellow and Rocking-
ham ware factory, of stone, 70 X 36 feet, three stories; stoneware
factory, of stone, 180 X 36 feet, two stories; slipware shop, of
brick, 50 X 40 feet, two stories; dipping-house and green-house,
frame, 100 X 30 feet, two stories; other small buildings for vari-
ous uses, about half an acre of area. The aggregate floor surface
of these works is 97,660 square feet, or about two and a quarter
acres. They ship their goods principally to the West, and South-
west as far as Texas, while they also have a growing Eastern
trade.”

So on February 15th, 1882 the application for the “Jug” patent
was filed and it was issued as a Patent on October 3rd, 1882. It
is not clear if this “patent” jug was a success, the Summit Pot-
tery Works was obviously a large factory at this point so if the
molding of jugs and their handles at the same time increased the
production rate it may have been. However, I have not found

1891 Ward 6 Summit County Map
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! ESTABLISEED 1856.

SUMMIT POTTERY WORKS.

THE LARGEST IN THE UNITED 81ATES

WEHITMORE, ROBINSOIT & COQ.,

HAXUFACTURERS OF

ow Quecnsware,
AND IMPROVED STONE WASH BOARDS

1881-1882 Akron City Directory, by N.H. Burch & Co.

W hitmere, Robinsony & Co (Hichard Whitinore, Thowmas Rob-
inzon, Willwm Robinson, Ienry Eobingon, James B Manton)
propriciors Smmnst Petlory Woerks, manufaciurers Hocking-
ham, yellow queensware, Ohio stonewnre, ete, offico and
worksa 8.¢ cor, Market and Water, 68h ward. {Seo eard page
183.}

Summit Pottery Works, Whitmore, Robinsons & Co | pro-
prietors, office and works s e cor Market and Water, 6th
Ward  (See card, page 227 )

The 1881-1882 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms above

ESTABLISHED 1856.

)SUMMI’F jDO”I‘TERY WOR KS,

THE LARGEST INX THE UNITED $TATES.

WHITMORE, ROBINSONS & CO.,

b MANUFACTURERS OF *

OHIO STONEWARE,

Rockingham and Yellow Queensware, and Improved Stone Washboards

ROBINSON BROS & CO

MAHUFAOTURERS OF THE

Celebrated Akroon SALT GLAZED, viirified Stang

SEWER PIPE

Facilities unequaled for Quantity, and Quality Warranted the Very Best Made

W RAIEINEON T ORIVBTNEDN I RCAN GO
POt 3T o F TOW AN

AKRON, OHIO,

1883-1884 Akron City and Summit County Directory

Summit Pottery Works, Whitmore, Robinsons & Co , pro-
prietors, office and works s e cor Market and Water, 6th
Ward  (See card, page 227 )

Whitmore, Robinsons & Company, (Richard What-
more, ‘| homas, Willam and Henry Robmnson, James B Man-
ton) proprietors Summut Pottery Works, manufacturers Roch-
ingham, yellowware, queensware, Ohio stoneware, ete, office
and warks, s e cor Market and Water, 6th Ward (See
card, page 227)

Robinson Bros. & Co., (Willam, Thomas and Heory Rob-
inson, James B Manton, John F lownsend) manufucturers of
the celebrated Abron salt ghased vimbied stone sewer pe, of-
fice and works N Forge st, at oty lumts  (See card, page
22% )

The 1883-1884 Akron City Directory has these listings for the three comap-
nies above:
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any advertising to indicate they were promoting this method, or
improved product. There may be more versions of this actual
“Patent” jug out in the world or not.

The following article from “7The Saturday Review”, East
Liverpool, Ohio, of January 19, 1884, indicates that there was
collusion from associated and organized manufacturers of Yel-
low ware and Rockingham ware in the United States, in order
to maintain viable pricing on their products. The Whitmore
Robinson & Co was a member of this organization.

The Potters’ Meeting Last Week. ‘

The lateness in the week of the |
meeting of the United States Yel-
low Ware and Rockingham Potters’
Association prevent our giving |
more than a brief notice thereof in .
our last issue, particularly as lhei
gathering was not of a public nature,
and the Association, by vote, re- |
solved to have no report puoblished |
|in the newspapers until scrutinized |
by the Association. |

A member (Mr. A. R. Lee, of East |
Liverpool, we judge, who offered the
motion earbing the local press) for-
nished a report to the American
!’uﬁrry and  (flassware fft;wrf-'ﬁ'.
from which we glean the following:

The following firms were repre-
sented:

J. E. Jeffords & Co., Philadelphia,
Pa.; the J. L. Rue Pottery Co.|
| Mattawan, N. J.; C. C. Thompson |
| & Co,, Cartwright Bros., Croxall & |
Cartwright, Flentke, Harrison & Co., |
| Agner & Gaston, MeNieol, Burton
l &¥'lr.. MeDevitt & Moore, S. & W,
Baggot, Frederick, Shenkle, Allen |
& Co, of East Liverpool: Mansion |
| Pottery Co., Louisville, Ky.; James
Maloney, Covington, Ky.; Whit-
| more. Robinson & Co., Akron, O
| Edwin Benunett, Baltimore, h!ll.:
| East Palestine Pottery Co., East
| Palestine. O,

The present officers of the Asso-
ciation were requested to hold over |
until the next meeting of the Asso- |
ciation. The special committe of |
five appointed to review the price
"Il-t reported u revised list for the |

following articles:

Rockingham teapots and nappies, l
yellow nappies and bowls, which |
'rv\u‘“' of prices was adopted wnani-
1 I!lullhl_\',

A suspension of production for

two weeks was ordered, and th2 ex-

| ecutive committee was t’mpu\\--rm]

to order a further suspension al any

| time if necessary; to prevent an
over-production of goods.

The present rates of discount
| were continued until the next meet-
ing of the Association, .

The next meeting of the Associa-
tion will be held at Atlantic City,
| July Sth, 1884,
| The attendance at this meeting of
| the Association was very full, the

firms rvpr---«-ntrrl coming from
| nearly ninety to ninety-five per
| cent. of the whole production of
| this class of goods in the country,
| and every action was concurred in
| unanimously.
| This has been the most harmo-
| nious meeting of any kind ever held,
land it is the expressed determinu-
‘| tion of all the manufacturers to
| make themselves more generally re-
| spected among the jobbing trade of
- | the country than heretofore.

The Saturday Review, East Liverpool,
January 19, 1884

1886 Leading Manufactur-
ers and Merchants of the
City of Cleveland (Including
City of Akron)

The book “Fifty Years and
Over of Akron and Summit
County” (1891) describes
the firm:

“The Whitmore, Robinsons
& Co.- This company was
incorporated in Septem-
ber, 1887, with a capital

of $200,000, the present
members of the company
being: Richard Whitmore,
president; Henry Robin-
son, vice president; Byron
W. Robinson, secretary;
Thomas Robinson, treasur-
er; Mrs. William Robinson
and Mrs. James B. Manton.
The company manufactures
Akron stoneware, Rocking-
ham and yellow ware and
fine glazed stoneware. Their
works are at the southeast
corner of East Market street
and Case Avenue, consisting
of a three story brick block,
with other buildings at-
tached, giving an aggregate
floorage of nearly 100,000
square feet.....It is one of
the most extensive and com-
plete establishments of its
kind in the United States, its
wares finding a ready sale in
the principal markets of the
country, both East and West.
Capacity 600 car loads per
year; employees, 100.”

A newspaper article from
the Coshocton Age, Coshoc-
ton, Ohio dated January 5,
1900 indicates that on De-
cember 30, 1899, in Akron,
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ROBINSON BROS. & CO.,

MANUFACTURERS OF THE CELEBRATED

AKRON SALT-GLAZED

YITRIFIED STONE

SEWER PIPE.

FACILITIES UNEQUALED FOR QUANTITY,
—ANDe—

@hlﬂuﬂ WARRANTED THE VERY BEST MADE.

5

As we are not connected with any Agency or Associations, all com-
mumecations should be addressed to

ROBINSON BROS. & CO.,

Axron, Ohio.

ESTABLISHED 1858

Summit Pottery Works,

THE LARGEST IN THE UNITED STATES
WHITMORE, ROBINQONE & €Q.,

M AN UFACTUHERS O

OHIO STONEWARE,

and Yellow and Improved Stone Washboards.
Office and Works, 1200 East Market Streot, corner Water, 6tk Ward,

Rockingh

Whitinore, Robinsons & Co., Manufac-
turers of Akron Btoneware, Rpeki%hu.m sod Yellow
Queens Ware, ete——The honse of Whitmore, Robin-

song & Co. is 3 leading agent in the promotion of
that branch of enterprise, and by the energy and
intelligence displayed inits management has greatly

accelerated the current of popular tsste for a higher
standurd of goods. It was founded in 1856, and
has been operated continuonsly since that tine with
marked guccess. The members of the firm are
Richard Whitmore, Wm. Robinsons, Thos. Robin-
song, Henry Robinsons, and Mrs. J. B. Manton,
whose husband, oow dead, was formerly a partner
in the concern.  The premises consist of four acrea
of ground, the most of it being covered with two-
gtory buoildi which are provided with all the
n machinery applicable to the business. The
of manufacture embraces Akron stanewn:q
ingham and yellow queensware, and improv
utnlxim mhbo?ind& The cedmamml iz utili ed
and passes under experienced manipulation in
the processes of the work. The ware is strong and
wellpﬁ.niﬂhai, the patterneare aitractive lmdﬁahle,
and it i3 generally admitted that it iz equal in
every respect to imported goods of a similar charac-
ter. Eighiy-five skilled hands are emploved, and
three hundred thousand pounds of clay are con-
sumed per week. The firm is ready to manufacture
any special designs to order. A amount of|
capital is invested, and the bosiness s thoroughly
orgeaized for effective service. A large stock i
carried, and full aseortments may be found in every
line. Messrs, Whitmore, Eobinsons & Co. conduect
one of those substantial establishments to which
Alcron is indebted for a large measure of her pro-

CALLED HOME IN CALIFORNIA,
WILLIAM HOBINSON'S REMAINS BROUGNT
BACK TO AKRON FOR NURIAL

A memorial service tor the late W,
Robinson will be held to-morrow after
noon st 3 o'clock at the family residence,
No 300 Kent street, Sixth ward. Mr. Rob

inson, who died Mareh b at Los .-\!\g?‘fl"

By, Lower Califoroia, MeXico, was s son
of Willism and Elizalwth Robinson, and
was born st Longton, Siaffordshire, Engs
Lind, O 20, 1837, In August, 1848, the

Faniily removod 1o this eonntry, and alier

L few years' restdence in Kast Liverpool,

(., came to Akron in Joly, 1857 Duar
g s residegee here Mr. Robioson has
bevn actively congaged 1n varions manu
factming indusiries.  William, with his
brothers Thomus and Henry and thefr
beothe rs indaw, Richard Whitwore aod
James B, Maoton, constitated the Brm ol
Whitmore, WRobinson & Co, msoalse

turers of stonewsre, Roekingham sod yol
low gueensware, the works being estab
Hshed in 1837 [o 1880 the works of Rob.
inson Bros,  Co, manulscturers of sewer

A IO, - - OEICO.

gress and development.

popee, we ree built

1885-1886 Akron City and Summit County Directory The book “The Leading Manufac-
turers and Merchants of the City
of Cleveland and Environs, A Half
Century of Progress 1836-1886,
Including City of Akron” has this
testimonial type description of the
Firm. The Evening Review, East

Liverpool, Ohio, March 31, 1887

Summit Pottery Works, Whimore, Robuinsons & Co,
office and works s 2 cor E Marketand & Water 6ih Ward
(See card, app _page vo1 )

Whitmore, Rokinsens & Company, (Eichard Wi
moze, Thomas and Menry Romnson, James B Manion}
props Summu [fovery Works, manufacturers Rockingham yelk
law ware, queenswore, Onio stoneware, ete , oifice and works
s ¢ cor B Marker and 8 Water, éth Ward  (See card, page

IR -

Robinson Bros, & Co., (Willam, Thomas and Henty Rob-
wson, James B Manton, Join F Townsend,) manuiactorers of
the celebrated Akrvon saltglazed virifiad stone sewer pips, of
fice and works N Forge, at city limits (See card, page zon )

The 1885-1886 Akron City Directory has these listings

for the firms:

ESTABLISHEN I1BAR.

it Pottery Works,

THE LARGEST IN THE UNITED STATES

WHITMORE, ROBINSONS & CO.,

—MANUFACTURERS OF—

OHIO sSsTONEW ARHE,

Rockingham and Yellow (Jueenaware,
and Improved Stone Washboards.

Office and Works, 1200 E. Market St., cor. Water, 6th Ward,
AKRON, - - - OHIO,

The Akron City Directory June 1887

Summit Pottery Works, Whittmoie, Robinsans & Co,
pLuE_:rnclurli, 1200 B Market, cor Water  (Sce cnd, page
139

Whitmore, Robinsons & Co., {Kichard Whimmeie,
Willane, Thomas and Hews Robaneon, T B Manton. )
prog ciens Sommit Pottery Waorlks, manutactumiers Rock-
ingham ellow ware, gueenswae, Chie stonewae, &c,
office mnd worhs 1200 © Market, cor Water, Gth Waad
{See cud, page 139 )

Robinson Bros. & Co., {Willam, Thomus, and Henry
Robinsan, ] B Munton, John 7 Tewnsgend. ) manufactur-
ers of the celebrated ,F':Lkrou salt-glazed vitrified stone
sen or pipe, office and works, N Forge st city Limats

The 1887 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

The Evening Review , East Liverpool, Ohio,

March 31, 1887

M. R binson was an incorporator of
the Akioo Milling Co in 1854 and was
v eaveunive officer until the compuny's
inter ss were merged with The F. Schu-
macher Milling Co. in April 1886,  Last
Jupe, Fruok Cranz, a tormer resident of
Akror, made srrangements by which the
firm of Robinson Bros. o Co. beeame in.
terested with himself and his orothers 1o
their mining proper'y located mear Los
Angeles Bay, Lowor California, Mexico.
A will s other works have been in
course of erection there for several months
jmst, Mr_ J. F. Townsend having gone
there lust December to look slter the com
pany's interests. On Jun 25, Mr. Robin
som et Akron 1o inspect the property and
teattend the snnual meeting of the eom
pany.  He urrived wt his destination Feb
16, was tnken sick on the 22, and died on
the 9t of March, his brothers Thomus
and Henry srriving there the following
dav, Mr John F Townsend, associnted
with him 1o business, sttendea him dur-
ing his illness, A< =inted In yest rday's
Beacon. Th mas I binson has returned
tothds city, having started immedintely
after bis brother's death.  The others re
viin to attend the company meeting —

Akron Daily Bracon, March 26¢h, 1887,

The previous Cleveland article indicated that James B.
Manton had died, and Harriet his wife had taken his place
in the Company, she was after all a Robinson. The next
article from 1887 describes the death of William Robinson
Jr. and has a good description of the overall family history.
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Ieonann Witrrsoir, Fres't Titauas Ronivaons, See & Trees
ESTABLISHED 18560

THE WHITMORE, ROBINSONS & CO.,

=MANUFACTURERS OF=—

OHIO STONEWARE,

Rockingham and Yellow Ware,
AND PFPINE GILAZED WARE.
Patent Stone Washboards.

Ofice and Works, 1200 & Marksf.a, cor Case Ave, Akvron, O,

1888-1889 Akron City and Summit County Directory

Summit Pottery Works, The Whitmote, Robinsons &
Co, office and worhs 1200 E Market [See card page 67 )

The Whitmore, Robinsons & Co,, Richaid What.

mere, president, llenty Robinson, vice-president, Thomas
Robinzon  secretary and treasurer, mfrs of Ohio stone.
ware, Rockingham, vellow ware and fine glazed ware,
patent stone washbomids, office and works rzoo E Market
(See cand page 63 )

The Rohinson Brothers & Co., Henry Robunson,
president, Byron W Robinson, secretary and treasurer,
mirs of highly vitnfied salt-glazed stencware sewer pipe,
office and works N Forge,n of N Y P EO R R (See
card first page back Ay leaf )

The 1888-1889 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

RIGHARD WHITMOSRE, Pres't & W ROZUNSDN, Fecrelary.
HENRY ROBINSON, VicerPres't THOS RDEINION, Treay

Established x856.

~#THE WHITHMORE, ROBINSONS & (€0.%<

MANUFACTURERS OF

QIO STONEWARE

Rockingham and Yellow Ware, and Fine Glazed Wars,
s PATENT STONE WASH ROARDS, f&
T - LT

Hifice and Works, ’
1200 East Market Strect, cor Case Avenue, - - AXRON, O

HENRY ROBINSON, Pres BYRON W ROBINSOK, Secy and Treas

THE ROBINSON BROS. & GO.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Standard Akron Sewer Pips.

Fire Brick, Flue Linings, Chimney Tops, Lawn Vases
and all Fire Clay Goods.

-

Office and Works, North Forge SL., al the Junction of C. A. & C., N. Y. P.
&0.,P & W, Valley, . A, & W. and A & C. J. R'ys,

RICHARD WRITMORE, Pres B W ROBINSON, Sccy
HENRY ROBINSON, V Pres THOS ROBINSON Treas

Established 1856.

THE WHITMORE ROBINSONS & C0.

MANUFACTURERS OF

AKRON STONEWARE,

Rockingham and Yellow Ware and Fine Glazed Ware.

Offlce and Works,

1200 East Market St., cor, Case Avenue, - AKRON, O.

1889-1890 Akron City and Summit County Directory

Ticaasn Wirrmone Pres B W ROEiNsON, Seoy
Hexey Bosanaoy, Vo Pags, Tavs Boulnsoq, Treas

E=staxblhished 18568

The Whitmere, Robinsons & Co.

MASUFAGTURERS OF

OHIO STONEWARE,

Rockingham and Yellow Ware and Fine Glazed Ware,
"PATENT STONE WASH BOARDS,

Offuce and Workas,

1200 East Market St,, cor, Gase Avenue, AKRON, G.

1891-1892 Akron City Directory

Whitmore, Robinsons & Co, The, Richard Whitmore pres,
Herry Rolanson vice pres, Byron W Rolunson secy, Thomas
Robmnson treas, mfrs of Ohio stoneware, etc, office and works
izoc E Market cor 5 Case ave  {See mdex to ads)

Robinson Bros & Co, The, Henry Rolunson pres, Byrom W
Eobinson secy and treas, mfrs of Akron Sewer Pipe, fire bnck,
flue hmngs, erc, office and works N Forge at the junctron of
C,AEC NY,LE&W, P&W, Valley Ry, F, A & W and
A& C | Rys (Seendex to alls)

The 1892-1893 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

1892-1893 Akron City Directory

BIG FIRE AT AKRON,
Whitmaore, Robinson & Co, Were Hurned
Out,

ARrox, Oct, 21.—[Special|—The big
sioneware plant of Whitmore, Robinson
& Co., of this place, burned last mid-
night. The loss amounts to 200,000,
with insurance in the neighborhood of]
£100,000. The company employed 200)
men. The plant was remodeled a few
months ago, and a large addition
erccted. Workmen were engaged in
changing it 8o a different grade of ware
conld be mannfactured. Stoneware has
been the product of the works. The

plant was situated only a short distance
from the Akron China company, but the
last named pottery was not damaged.

The Evening News Review, October 21, 1896
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1891 View of the 6th Ward from Tallmadge Road

TWO LIVES LOST.

The Burming of Stoneware Plant at
Akron of Incendiary Origin.

Akion, 0. Uet. 37 7 "The Lurning of
the Whitman., Robinsen & Company's
stoneware plunt bate was of incen-
diary erigin. and in additivn 10 the de-
struction of $200M0 worih of property
two lives were lost.

When the fire had nearly boroed out
the body of an uvnknown man was
diseovered in oue of the redhot kilns,
Evidently be had crawled in te sleep
and was burned o death.  Ilis body
was literally baked, The reining of
Francis Huvrison, who siept at the
works, have not yet been fuund owing
to the ruins being tuo hot 1o sexreh for
him. He was in an intoxijcaicd condi-
tion agpd it is certnin that he perished
in the flames.

Old olothes saturated in coal oll were
found in the vicinity and the fact that
the fire started in 1wo piaces leaves no
room to doabt that it was siarted by
an incendiary. An attempr to burg
another factory was also made but it
was unsuccessful, A plle of rubbjsh
and straw was found in the office of
the Hill Sewer Pipe company with
every appearance of having been
placed there to fire the building. A
careful investigation of the origiz of

the fires is being made,

The Crown Fire Clay Co,

— AN,

The Robinson Bros. & Co.

MANUFACTURERS OF

+..STANDARD...

AKRON SEWER PIPE,

Double Strength and Culvert Pipe,

Deep and Wide Socket Pipe,

Flue Linings, Stove Pipe,

Chimney Tops, Fire Brick, etc.

-
CAPACITY, 57 KILNS, 25 CAR LOADS PER DAY.
-
FIRE BRICK |n threogrades, iz “W W " “CROWN,” “STANDARD"
and “OHIO Wi wf ," from common to the best made  TILE, all
mzes  LOCO! W!VE DLOCH\S. and all the usual odd shapes kept Iu
stock, and apocal attention given to designs accompanied with blue
GROUND F;fiﬂ CLAY DRAIN TILE Obww EU".'E]
BLOCKS CHIMNEY COPING, three sizes, for 8, 13 and 18 1nch horu
COPING for throe sizes of brick walls, 9‘ 13 and 15 wnch, nicest thing out
INVERT BLOC! OTHER CLAY PRODUCTS
Works, two milea north of Canal Dover, O, on the C L & W R R,
OV &J R R and North Forge 8t Akron, 0 Correspondence solicited,
GENERAL OFFICKE,
1200 East Market Street, Akron, O,
Weatern Umon and Postal Telegraph in office
1898 Akron City Directory

-.-THE ...

CROWN FIRE CLAY GO.

————ANDE—

~ROBINSON BROS. & CO.

WANUFACTURERS OF

STANDARD

Akron Sewer Pipe,

Double Strength and Culvert Pipe,

Deep and Wide Socket Pipe,

Flue Linings, Stove Pipe, N
Chimney Tops, Fire Brick, etec.

CAPACITY, 50 Kilns, 25 Car Loads FPer Day.

FIRE BRICI, 0 three grades, vz “W W &CO,"” “STANDARD"
and “OHIQ WOODLAND," from common o the best made TILE, all
mzes TOCOMOTIVE BLOCKS, and all the usual odd shapes kept 1
stock, and speial attention given to designa accompared with blue pring
GROUND FIRE CLAY DRAIN TILE HOLLOW RUILDING
BLOCKS CHIMNEY COPING, three sizes, for 9, 13 and 18 inch holes
COPING for three sizes of brick walls, 9, 13 and 18 inch, nicest thing out
TNVERT BLOCKS and OTHER CLAY PRODUCTS  Warks, two mules
north of Canal Dover, O ,ontheC L & W E R, and North Forge 8t ,
Akron, O Correspondence solicited

GENERAL OFFIGE :
1200 East Market Street, Akron, Qhio.

The Newark Daily Advocate, New-
ark Ohio, October 22, 1896

1898 Akron City Directory

1899 Akron City Directory

Establishad 1838,

Incorporated 1887,

The Whitmore, Robinsons & Co.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Fine and Bristol Glazed Stoneware.

Rockingham and Yellow Ware, Flower Pots, Stew Pans, Batter
Pails, Bail Jugs, Chicken Fountains, Etc.
Correspondence Solicited.

Office and Works, 1200 East Market St.

Western Union and Postal Telegraph in Office

Write for Prices.

Long Distance Telephone 288.

HENRY RORINSON, Pres A
iT B MERRILL, Vioe Fres H
¥ W BUTLER, Gen Mgr
B W ROBINSOX, Purchasing Agent

The Robinson-Merrill
Pottery Co.

Manufacturers of

STONEWARE, ROCKINGHAM AND YELLOW WARE,
' AND CLAY SPECIALTIES.
General Office, 1 200 East Market St.

TELEPHONES { 25a m25riors 2aa® BIetane

MARKLE, Sec

b
B MANTON, Treas

WESTER UNION AND POSTAL WIRES DIRECT TO OFFICE.
BRANGH HOUSES:

SYRACUSE, N. Y., No. 400 Fulton St.  CAMBRIDGE, MASS., 232 Portland St.
NEW YORK CITY, 12th Ave. and 361k St. CHICAGO, Cor. Clark and 12th Sis.

1898 Akron City Directory

1902 Akron City Directory
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Robinson's Clay Products Company.
Akron, Ohio.

Postcard for the Robinson’s Clay Products Company

The Robinson Clay Product Company,
Akron, Ohio, U. S. A.

W e’ Stommmment? CEG
;I:. "---Ill'l"‘l' 3

B o om T m w w me

R ——

Another Postcard for the Robinson’s Clay Products Company

o rl-r--a-:'-.:_ i :
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Ohio, “The E.H. Merrill Co., Whitmore, Robinson & Co., and
Markle & Son withdrew from the Akron Pottery company, which
was a combine of local corporations to enter the independent
field. They will consolidate under the name of Robinson-Merrill
Co., capitalized at $500,000.” The Articles of Incorporation filed
with the State of Ohio, for the Robinson-Merrill Pottery Com-
pany, of Akron, with $500,000 in Capital were filed on December
30, 1899.

The Nebraska State Journal, of Lincoln Nebraska dated February
14, 1900, has an article entitled “Potteries Combined” “Akron,
Ohio, February 13, 1900. “The combination of three large pot-
teries was perfected today. It includes the Whitmore-Robinson
company, Markle & Son, and the E.H. Merrill company. Deeds
transferring the plants to the Robinson-Merrill company were
filed today. The company is capitalized at $500,000.

Robinson Bros & Co The, H Robinson pres, F C Reed vice
pres, B W Robinson sec, Hl B Llanton treas, R L Rohinson
supt, mirs sewer pipe, fire brick ecte, office r:00 E Market
{See card inside back cover)

Robinson-Merrill Pottery Co The, H Robinson pres, H E
Mernil vice pres, A R Markle sec, H B Manton treas, F W
Butler gén mgr, B W Robinson purchasing agent, office 1200
E Market (See card front Ay leaf)

The 1900 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

The 1901 Listings are the same.

The June 1st, 1900 Census for the 6th Ward, Akron Township,
Summit County, Ohio lists:

Henry Robinson, age 56, born in England, married 21 years, a
“Manufacturer”

Mary C. Robinson, age 44, wife, born in Indiana

Elizabeth M., age 11, daughter,

ROBINSON BROS & CO The, [—Iean Robinson pres, F C Reed
vice pres, B W Robuison sec, H B Manton treas, R L. Rob-
mnson supl, office 1200 £ Market, works N Forge {See card
mside hack coverh | N

ROBINSON-MERRILL POTTERY CO The, Henry Robmson
pres, H E Mernll vice pres, A I Markle sec, H B Manton
treas, ' \W Butler gen mgr.B W Robinson purchasing agent,
t200 E Market  (See card front fly leaf)

The 1902 Akron City Directory has these listings for the firms:

William E. age 5, son, both born in Ohio.
The 1903 Akron City Directory lists:

“Robinson Clay Products Company, The, Henry Robinson Pres.,
John F. Townsend vice pres, B W Robinson sec, F W Butler asst
sec, H B. Manton treas, gen offices 1010 E Market, both Phones
288”

An article in the book “A Centennial History of Akron 1825-
1925 entitled “Clay Products” (1925) by H. Karl Butler de-
scribes:

SEPTEMBER - OcTOBER 2019
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“In 1900 the clay products business shifted around toward a more
solid and substantial form of organization. Whitmore, Robinson
and Co. merged with the E.H. Merrill Co. as the Robinson, Mer-
rill Co. Two years later this was changed to the Robinson Clay
Product Co. The American Sewer Pipe Co. had meantime ab-
sorbed a great many of the smaller plants. These two companies
became the principal clay manufactories....As has been related,
the Robinson Clay Products Company and the American Vitrified
Products Company (successor to the American sewer Pipe Co.)
rose to a domination of the sewer pipe field in the early years of
this century. The Robinson firm is headed by Henry B. Manton,
son of James B. Manton, one of the founders of the firm in 1856.
It has eight plants in Ohio and western Pennsylvania.”

Also of Note:

“In 1920, Robinson Clay Products of Akron combined with the
Ransbottom Brothers Pottery of Roseville to create Robinson-
Ransbottom. Four brothers began the Ransbottom Brothers
Pottery around 1900. The pottery was located in Ironspot, a mile
north of Roseville. At the time of the merger, Ransbottom Broth-
ers made utilitarian stoneware and bricks. Utilitarian products in-
cluded bowls, churns, milk pans, poultry fountains, preserve jars,
etc. Robinson-Ransbottom manufactured pieces under a variety
of trademarks, e.g., “Old Colony,” “Rustic Ware”, “Luxor”, “Tio-
nesta Art Ware”, “Meal Makers Oven Ware”, and “Early Stone-
ware American”. Old Colony and Rustic Ware were introduced in
the 1930s, with Old Colony remaining in production until 1940
and Rustic Ware being produced into the 1960s.”

1910 6th Ward, Akron Summit County Map

Henry Robinson passed away on September 22, 1906.



