
3Bottles and extras July - august 2019

The warm weather season has finally arrived here in Northeast 
Ohio, and with that I am able to get out and enjoy my other 

favorite pastime. I have been making many micro trips to a local 
stream to fly fish with good friends and fellow collectors Ed Gray 
and Louis Fifer; and the fishing has been excellent. It has been a 
blast so far this year reeling in a lot of great smallmouth bass and 
other fish. 

Fishing is not the only hobby heating up! Bottle show season is 
well underway for 2019. There are so many great shows I would 
love to attend, but it’s just not possible to travel to all of them 
with a busy schedule. After attending Baltimore, Rochester and 
Mansfield, it is clear that bottle fever is abundant this year and 
collectors are actively buying and selling. It is great to see the 
hobby at its best. My hope is that all the clubs and show chairs that 
are putting in the effort to host a show are seeing the same trends. 

A strong start to the bottle show season always reminds me 
that the FOHBC National Show is fast approaching. The 2019 
FOHBC 50th Anniversary National Antique Bottle Convention 
in Augusta, Georgia is only weeks away. I want to extend my 
admiration and gratefulness to the amazing team that is working 
to put this show together. We had a conference call recently, and 
the team is doing an exceptional job of covering all the details. 
Consortium member Ferdinand Meyer has been running with the 
souvenir program, and it appears to be on track to be the best year 
yet for the souvenir program. It seems that every year the book 
gains more momentum and advertisement content! If you have 
not yet purchased ad space in the program, contact Ferdinand as 
soon as possible. If you want to see the exhaustive list of those 
who have already purchased ads, check out the FOHBC Face-

book page.

I absolutely love traveling to the National Show every year. They all 
have a unique theme and character to the host region. Over the years, 
it has also allowed for visiting many attractions I might otherwise not 
get a chance to see. This year our family will be spending a day at 
the Georgia Aquarium on Wednesday before the show. Then we will 
travel to Augusta for the action packed 3-day event. I always know 
these events are far more than a “bottle show.” The weekend is really 
about the people and life-long memories that these events create 
around and during the Convention. 

I am hopeful that collectors and dealers will support the upcoming 

FOHBC National Shows, as returning or new participants. Thanks 
to all those that come out and continue to support these events. The 

teams that put these events on put a significant effort into making 
them happen. Planning starts two ahead of each event for the 
FOHBC board members and show chairmen, and is an extensive 
amount of time for the Convention team the year before. It can be 
disheartening when friends and fellow collectors don’t show up to 
support them. As an advocate for our great hobby it saddens me to 
see waning participation. The collector side of me loves it, though, as 
I tend to buy really well and add a lot to my collection when there is 
less competition from buyers who decide not to make the trip. I hope 
that others realize that there is no downside to attending these events. 
There is only opportunity, great friends, and lasting memories. 

Most of us already know that the 2020 FOHBC National Convention 
will be held in Reno, Nevada! We also had a conference call recently 
with a very excited team who will be hosting this fantastic event. The 
convention next summer will be my first time to Reno. I’m excited to 
do some site-seeing in the area, and for the events of the convention 
the team has started planning. There really is a lot to look forward to 
in the coming years. 

The convention in Reno is held on an election year for the FOHBC 

board of officers. If you are passionate about the hobby, have ideas, 
or just want to give back, please consider joining the FOHBC 
board. It really is an awesome way to help the clubs, meet friends 
and collectors, and spread the word about our unique hobby. 

The Request for Proposal for the FOHBC National Convention 
was distributed early this year to the Northeast Region. The 
deadline for proposals has passed and we are currently working 
on an option that I am very excited about. In retrospect, to say 
I am excited about the possibility is an understatement. It is, 
however, too early to tell if it will come together or not, but I 
can say that it would be a real treat for us all if the stars align. 
Additionally, if the evaluation does not pan out, we will be 
passing the RFP bid process on to the Midwest Region. Hosting a 
National event can be a large undertaking, and the FOHBC offers 
a team of experienced individuals to support you every step of 
the way. If you have any questions about the RFP process or want 
to learn more, please reach out to me via email or phone. I’m 
always happy to discuss locations and ideas. 

In closing, the FOHBC has been working on some great things to 
come. I am hoping for several big announcements at Augusta. We 
continue to face challenges in some areas, but are excited about 
a few large upcoming innovative efforts.  I want to personally 
and publically thank all the FOHBC board members and show 
consortiums that have been working so hard to keep the different 
areas of this organization running smoothly. These are incredible 
individuals that are truly serving the hobby. On behalf of the 
entire organization: Thank you for your efforts. 

As always, I look forward to serving you.

itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184, an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery”. This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May | June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth, is heading up the nomination  pro-
cess for the election of all Federation officers including the President, 
Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership 

Director, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, 
Merchandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors 
(4). These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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