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itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184, an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery”. This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May | June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth, is heading up the nomination  pro-
cess for the election of all Federation officers including the President, 
Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership 

Director, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, 
Merchandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors 
(4). These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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Bottle show “season” is now underway and many collectors 

are gearing up for the Baltimore show, myself included. I 
look forward to this trip every year and meeting up with friends 

to discuss the hobby. The FOHBC will be once again hosting our 

biannual board meeting on Saturday morning, March 7th at the 
Country Inn & Suites in Rosedale, Maryland. One of the promi-
nent topics of the board meeting every March is the FOHBC 
National Conventions. A bit of exciting news in this area is that 
a location has been selected for the 2021 National Convention in 

the Northeast! I would personally like to take a moment to thank 
Jim and Val Berry and Jim Bender for stepping up and making 
this happen. The team is currently finalizing the details, and an 
official announcement will be made soon. I can say it will be a 
show you won’t want to miss! Stay tuned for more information. 

I recently had a conversation with our Conventions Director, 
Lindsey Fifer, and the 2022 request for proposals for the FOHBC 

National Convention in the Midwest region has gone out to clubs 
and individuals. We are looking for a great location and a few 

people willing to be the local liaisons to the venue and hotel. 

The concept of a consortium has been proven effective with the 

Augusta show. It offers a way for many people to get involved to 
take on individual tasks, lessening the burden of the convention 

by sharing responsibilities. This really makes it easy to put on a 

successful event. We are hopeful that a Midwest club or small 
group of individuals will have some ideas on a great location and 

are fired up to have it in the region. Please reach out to Lindsey if 
you have ideas or thoughts. 

Speaking of National Conventions, remember that the Reno 2020 
FOHBC National Antique Bottle Show & Expo is just around the 
corner! Hotel rooms are being booked very fast, and dealers are 

taking advantage of the great group rate. There are also still tables 

available for dealers, but contracts come in regularly and spaces 

will fill in quickly. If you plan to attend Reno, make sure to make 
your reservations and send in your contracts soon if you haven’t 

already. Team Reno is planning a great convention weekend, and 

it is one you will want to be part of! One of the feature events is 

a bowling tournament. Reach out to Richard Siri or Ferdinand 
Meyer to reserve your lane for a time of fun and unforgettable 
memories! More information about all of the events can be found 
on the website at fohbc.org. 

As I mentioned before, this year is an election year for the FO-

HBC and a new slate of officers will be introduced at the Na-

tional Convention in Reno. We have many opportunities available 

to serve in one of the open positions. Our elections committee 

has done a superb job of reaching out to members and collec-

tors. We are looking for people willing to step up and give back 

to the hobby. We have a very large membership, and have found 

very few are willing to lead, shape, and mold the future of the 

organization. It is important to get fresh new perspectives from 
individuals with ideas about how to make the organization better 
and remain relevant to the membership. If while reading this, you 
would like more information, reach out to anyone currently serv-

ing on the board for more information. We can put you in touch 

with the elections committee to better understand the responsi-

bilities of each position.

It certainly is an exciting time to be involved the hobby and part 
of an organization like the Federation of Historical Bottle Collec-

tors. Already this year, we have seen some amazing glass offer-
ings in recent auctions with several notable collections coming 

market. Amazing pieces have also been showing up individually 
at auction and through inquires in the Facebook forums. It really 
goes to show that there are a lot of treasures out there for the 

ambitious and persistent collector. It seems like every other day I 
am congratulating someone on an amazing find. It is so much fun 
to see what is turning up.

Another place in which you can spend time learning and enjoy-

ing great glass you don’t see every day is the virtual museum. 

The FOHBC Virtual Museum opened with a soft opening this 
past January, and the feedback has been very positive. I have read 
some of the comments in the forums online. Congratulations to 

the Virtual Museum committee that poured a labor of love into 
the effort for the past several years. If you are interested in a day 
pass or construction pass, visit fohbcvirtualmuseum.org. Current 

FOHBC members get 50% off at this time of both access levels 

when signing up. 

On a personal note, I have had some down time recently during 
which I have been able to review old auction catalogs. My time 
reviewing them reminded me of the wealth of information that is 

contained in these catalogs. Every time I look back at the sales, 
I find something that I didn’t notice before, and almost always 
learn something new. I think of collectors that are new to the 
hobby and those collectors who are looking to advance knowl-

edge: Don’t forget about these catalogs! You can really acquire a 
lot of knowledge from these sources. Copies of auction catalogs 

can often be found on tables at bottles shows and for sale online. 

There are a few catalogs of famed collections that I have been 
looking to purchase for years. 

All in all, I plan to approach this year with enthusiasm for our very 
prosperous and fun hobby. I hope to see everyone on the trail. 

As always, I look forward to serving you!


