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This year sure has been off to an interesting start. In only 
a few weeks’ time our entire way of life has been turned 

upside down. Many, if not all of us, have experienced some life 
changes during this COVID19 global pandemic. My heart goes 
out to all of those who have experienced health issues or major 
economic distress. These are trying times and I hope our FOHBC 
community stays healthy and safe. I would encourage everyone 
to take this time to reflect on the great relationships you have 
with family and friends. 

This pandemic has also forced a major change in the hobby 

with many shows cancelling along with local live auctions, flea 
markets, and sales. Some shows have rescheduled for later in the 
year, so I have high hopes that we will have a very intense and 
productive second half. The FOHBC VM board has responded 
to the pandemic by opening up the FOHBC Virtual Museum to 
free admission for a limited time. I recently saw a very nice green 
Pike’s Peak flask added. I have also been seeing regular updates 
that the whiskey gallery is currently ramping up. Keep in mind 

that this effort takes a lot of time. Alan DeMaison and Ferdinand 
Meyer V have been putting in many hours to add items. Galleries 
will continue to grow and new ones will be opening in the 

coming months. Continue to check back for more exciting glass. 

We also realize that many of you are likely wondering about the 
status of our Reno 2020 National Antique Bottle Show & Expo 
happening in late July / early August. At this time, we plan to 
move forward with the event. Richard Siri has been keeping a 
pulse on the local schedules and other events. Please make your 
hotel reservations and table reservations soon if you plan to 

attend. The hotel has a very flexible cancellation policy and is 
working with our organization closely to monitor the status of 
the event as we get closer. Please keep in mind that your health 
and safety is of the upmost importance and we will make more 

announcements as the dates draw near. I know I am personally 
looking forward to the ability to travel again and get to a great 

show! I hope many of you are as well. 

The FOHBC has also experienced some additional impacts from 
the current pandemic. The FOHBC board has agreed to delay 

the officer elections by one year. This means the elections will 
take place in August of next year. We have many opportunities 
to serve on the board. If you are interested in serving the 
organization, please reach out to Val Berry. Existing officers 
that will not be serving another term on the board will have 

successfully completed their term at the conclusion of the Reno 

2020 Expo. Some new officers may then be appointed by the 
serving President to board positions until the elections next year. 
I felt this was very important to communicate to our membership. 

This year has been exceptionally trying for our family as well. I 
continue to battle health issues that have recently peaked again, 

we had to say goodbye to our 17 year old furry family member, 

and as I write this, my father-in-law is in the hospital slowly 
recovering from a dangerous multi-week battle with influenza 
and pneumonia. This is all in addition to the lifestyle changes we 

have had to adapt to during this pandemic. However, the most 

tragic and quite frankly horrific news came less than a week ago. 

I am sure most of you have heard and are aware of the 
devastating news that we have lost a true icon in the hobby. 

Legendary historical flask collector, Mark Vuono passed away 
as a result of a senseless act of violence. Mark touched so many 
lives in a positive way and was one of the biggest advocates 

for our great hobby that I have ever come to know. I write this 
all with a very heavy heart as Mark and I were great friends 
and talked regularly. I feel obligated not to write too much in 
this letter as many tributes are currently being composed for 

publication. Jim Bender is working on a tribute for Bottles and 

Extras, another tribute will be published in Antique Bottle and 

Glass Collector magazine, and many tributes have already been 
posted to the Facebook group “In memory of Mark Vuono” 
created by good friend Rick Ciralli. Mark was inducted into the 
FOHBC Hall of Fame along with his late father Charles Vuono in 
2017. My heart is broken for Mark’s family and all of those that 
have gotten to know Mark through the years. 

I want to take this time during a great trial and disruption of our 
way of life to encourage everyone to love a little more, be more 

forgiving, be more kind, and cherish the friendships that we have. 

You never know what someone else is going through. We are 

blessed in so many ways and now is the time to help others when 

they need it most. I hope each and every one reading this stays 
safe, stays healthy, and has a great year ahead. 

As always, I look forward to serving you!

itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184, an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery”. This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May | June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth, is heading up the nomination  pro-
cess for the election of all Federation officers including the President, 
Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership 

Director, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, 
Merchandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors 
(4). These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 

Ferdinand Meyer V
Houston, Texas

Sheldon Baugh
Russellville, Kentucky

Gene Bradberry
Bartlett, Tennessee

James Berry
Johnsville, New York

Gary Beatty
North Port, Florida

Jim Bender
Sprakers, New York

Martin Van Zant
Danville, Indiana

Val Berry
Johnsville, New York

Linda Sheppard
Sprakers, New York

Louis Fifer
Brunswick, Ohio

Elizabeth Meyer
Houston, Texas

Bob Ferraro
Boulder City, Nevada

Steve Ketcham
Edina, Minnesota

John Pastor
New Hudson, Michigan

Matt Lacy
Austinburg, Ohio

Andrew Vuono
Stamford, Connecticut

Ron Hands
Wilson, North Carolina

Eric McGuire
Petaluma, California

Rick DeMarsh
Ballston Spa, New York
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