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My first Ta Tsing 
Bitters bottle from 
Ed & Kathy Gray 
at the 2006 
Baltimore Antique 
Bottle Show.

Meigs Jackson’s Design for a Bottle
Ta Tsing Bitters - The Great Chinese Remedy

When I first started collecting bottles, specifically bitters bottles, 
my father and stepmother would recount this story about a great 
and mysterious Chinaman bottle. They both seemed to drift off in 
some type of bliss that was infectious as much as tantalizing. What 
in the world were they talking about and why were they telling me?

With a little prodding, they said that they once owned this figural 
amazing Chinaman Bitters and that it was a clear bottle that was 
unfortunately sold with a group of other bitters to a New York City 
dealer. They apparently tried to sequester this bottle and hold it 
back but the dealer remembered the bottle and said it was part of 
the sale. I wasn’t collecting bottles then so all this was Chinese to 
me. I was just getting familiar with the figural queens, pigs, fish, 
cabins, and barrels.

With some ‘blind pig’ investigations, as I really did not know too 
many collectors back then, I found out they were reminiscing about 
Ta Tsing Bitters which I thought was a cool name. I mean, if you 
ever watched the epic western television series Bonanza you not 
only liked big Hoss, you liked Hop Sing too who was played by 
Jimmy Chan, also a star in Charlie Chan films. From that moment 
on, I knew I had to get an example. I finally did at the Baltimore 
Antique Bottle Show in March 2006 when everybody’s favorite, 
Ed Gray, walked up to me and said he heard I was looking for the 
Chinaman! We quickly discussed and closed a deal and I had my 
bottle. It was a moment I will never forget and one that makes our 
hobby so great. That is, obtaining something you immensely desire.

by Ferdinand Meyer V

The history of Chinese-Americans or the history of ethnic 
Chinese in the United States includes three major waves of 
Chinese immigration to the United States, beginning in the 
19th century. The first Chinese people of this wave arrived 
around 1815. Subsequent immigrants that came from the 
1820s up to the late 1840s, were mainly men.

Chinese immigrants in the 19th century worked as labor-
ers, particularly on transcontinental railroads such as the 
Central Pacific Railroad. They also worked as laborers in 
mining and suffered racial discrimination at every level of 
society. Industrial employers were eager for this new and 
cheap labor, whites were stirred to anger by the “yellow 
peril.” Despite provisions for equal treatment of Chinese 

Chinese emigration to America: sketch on board the steam-ship Alaska, bound for San 
Francisco. Illustrated London News, Image depicts food being served and eaten by Chinese 
emigrants between decks. Reprinted a month later in Harper’s Weekly, May 20, 1876.
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Don’t miss an issue of BOTTLES 
and EXTRAS ! Please check your 
labels for expiration information.

Who do I contact at BOTTLES and 
EXTRAS, or for my Change of Address, 
Missing Issues, etc.?

Elizabeth Meyer
FOHBC Business Manger 
101 Crawford Street, Studio 1A 
Houston, Texas 77002 
phone: 713.504.0628
email: fohbcmembers@gmail.com

To Advertise, Subscribe or Renew a sub-
scription, see pages 66 and 72 for details. 
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BOTTLES and EXTRAS Editor 
41 E. Washington Street
Mooresville, Indiana 46158
812.841.9495
email: mdvanzant@yahoo.com

Fair use notice: Some material in BOTTLES and 
EXTRAS has been submitted for publication in this 
magazine and/or was originally published by the 
authors and is copyrighted. We, as a non-profit organi-
zation, offer it here as an educational tool to increase 
further understanding and discussion of bottle col-
lecting and related history. We believe this constitutes 
“fair use” of the copyrighted material as provided for 
in Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. If you wish 
to use this material for purposes of your own that go 
beyond “fair use”, you must obtain permission from the 
copyrighted owner(s).

BOTTLES and EXTRAS © (ISSN 1050-5598) is pub-
lished bi-monthly (6 issues per year) by the Federation 
of Historical Bottle Collectors, Inc. (a non-profit IRS 
C3 educational organization) at 101 Crawford Street, 
Studio 1A, Houston, TX 77002; phone: 713.222.7979 
x103; Website: FOHBC.org, Non-profit periodicals 
postage paid at Raymore, Missouri 64083 and ad-
ditional mailing office, Pub. #005062.

Postmaster: Send address changes to Elizabeth Meyer, 
FOHBC Business Manager, 101 Crawford Street, 
Studio 1A, Houston, Texas 77002; 713.222.7979 x103, 
email: fohbcmembers@gmail.com

Annual subscription rate is: $40 for standard mail 
or $55 for First Class, $60 Canada and other foreign, 
$85, Digital Membership $25 in U.S. funds. Life 
Membership: Level 1: $1,000, Level 2: $500, The 
Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors, Inc. assumes 
no responsibility for products and services advertised in 
this publication. See page 72 for more details.

The names Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors 
Inc., and BOTTLES and EXTRAS ©, are registered ® 
names of the Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors 
Inc., and no use of either other than as references, may 
be used without expressed written consent from the 
Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors Inc. Certain 
material contained in this publication is copyrighted 
by, and remains the sole property of, the Federation of 
Historical Bottle Collectors Inc. while others remain 
property of the submitting authors. Detailed informa-
tion concerning a particular article may be obtained 
from the Editor. Printed by ModernLitho, Jefferson 
City, Missouri 65101.
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