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itting down at my desk, on this first back-to-work Monday after New 
Years, I conjure up a vision of a stove with lots of pots-a-cooking. 

The kettle labeled antique bottle events has us all looking forward to the 
stretch leading up to the FOHBC 2016 Sacramento National Antique Bot-
tle Convention & Expo this August. We have a coordination conference 
call later in the week and plan to step it up a notch or two. We are also 
pleased that we locked in Springfield, Massachusetts for our 2017 Nation-
al Antique Bottle Convention, and by the time you read this message, the 
FOHBC 2018 National Antique Bottle Convention & Expo will have been 
announced for Cleveland, Ohio. We really have our teams in place and 
our wheels in motion. I suppose we should start thinking about the 2019 
Convention in the Southern Region. Planning ahead has many benefits.

The FOHBC is also proud to say that this March | April 2016 issue of 
BOTTLES and EXTRAS is the first to be printed in full color, which 
only costs us an additional $184, an issue. This change prompted a few 
design revisions, which we hope you will notice, such as the Table of 
Contents and a few of the section headers. We receive quite a few re-
ally nice compliments on how the magazine looks and have come 
so far in a relative short number of years. Oh, and look for a new sec-
tion in the back of the magazine called “Member Photo Gallery”. This 
new section is dedicated to the fine photography of antique bottles and 
glass. Please feel free to submit your images for consideration. We 
have already started work on the May | June issue and hope that you 
will consider authoring an article for the magazine. We are here to help!

Within this issue of BOTTLES and EXTRAS, please read the proposed 
bylaw updates and revisions that have been marked in . All revisions 
have been approved by the FOHBC Board of Directors. These bylaws 
have been amended and need to be reviewed by the FOHBC membership 
prior to the annual general membership meeting at the FOHBC 2016 Na-
tional Antique Bottle Convention & Expo in Sacramento, California by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of all votes cast by the eligible voters 
in attendance, provided that a copy of the proposed changes are made 
available to each member in advance, either directly by mail or by timely 
notice in the Federation’s official periodical or on the Federation website.

In other news, we are moving ahead with photography for the Virtual 
Museum and hope to have regional photography labs set up in regions 
to start photographing bottles both in a standard format and 3-dimen-
sionally. This effort is being spearheaded by Museum Director, Alan De-
Maison. You may have met Alan at the Virtual Museum table during the 
FOHBC 2015 Chattanooga National Antique Bottle Show last August. 

Federation member Alicia Booth, is heading up the nomination  pro-
cess for the election of all Federation officers including the President, 
Vice President(s), Secretary, Treasurer, Business Manager, Membership 

Director, Public Relations Director, Conventions Director, Historian, 
Merchandising Director, Directors-at-Large (3), and Region Directors 
(4). These elections occur every two years. Any officer may run for suc-
cessive terms. This committee has prepared a slate of nominations for 
each office and is listed below. It is important to note that any member 
desiring to run for any office in the Federation may file a nomination 
form with the Election Committee (in accordance with procedures ap-
proved by the membership and instituted by the Election Committee) 
indicating the office they desire to run for. The deadline for filing this 
is April 1st 2016. We have seen successful campaigns by our member-
ship before so if you want to run for a position, please let Alicia know. 
You and reach her at this email address, alicia@cis-houston.org. You 
will be receiving a ballot for voting so please take the time to vote. 
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Matt Lacy

Early this afternoon we arrived home from one astounding 
retreat. Elizabeth, Owen and I traveled to the beautiful state of 
Georgia to experience life through fun, friends, and festivities. 
This all began Wednesday morning after our flight landed in the 
Atlanta airport the night before. We rose early and piled on a 
shuttle to pick up our rental car. Soon we were off to the Georgia 
Aquarium which has been christened the largest aquarium in the 
Western hemisphere. We spent a number of hours visiting galler-
ies, taking pictures, and watching shows. We made one regret-
table mistake, however, or at least we thought it regrettable at 
the time. The dolphin performance had been saved for last. Upon 
entering the stadium, we quickly shuffled to the far-side to get as 
close as possible to be immersed in the experience and immersed 
we were. Who knew that 4 rows back in the splash zone equated 
to an experience much like that of a tsunami? The aquarium had a 
great cooling system, so we briskly made our way outside to bask 
in the Georgia sun. We walked to the Coca-Cola museum for 
pictures with a statue of John S Pemberton, the man credited with 
the invention of the sweet bubbly soft drink in 1886. Owen could 
not resist the urge to have a taste of the soda on the very ground 
that it had born. 

Still a little soggy from the wave of salt water slung upon us, we 
decided it was time to head down to Augusta to meet up with 
friends and see what was in store. Upon arrival and check-in, we 

were lucky to meet Ferdinand and Elizabeth Meyer, along with 
their granddaughter Bella, at the main entrance. We learned that 
the first sites to see were the lock and the river walk along the 
scenic Savannah River. Signs and statues outlining the history 
and flood markers in the lock walls were incredible to observe. 
The beauty of the river, landscape, and architecture made it a 
very pleasant stroll. We walked the river many times with friends 

the duration of the stay.

The cuisine, culture and cleanliness of Augusta all stood out as 
makers of a great place to spend some time. There were also 
some amazing dining options all within steps of the venue. The 
first night in the city along with the Fifer family, we experienced 
what a real dessert looks like with slices of specialty cakes that 

could feed a small army. The staff at the hotel and convention 

center was some of the best we have ever worked with. What 
about the rest of the city? Friday night after the banquet, I got to 
experience the full culture and diversity of Augusta with a great 

group of friends, both new and old. We had quite the crew and 
array of experiences. I will not soon forget the wonderful city and 
people that make Augusta a very special place. It was apparent 
that much pride was taken in the history and beauty of the city. It 
was very clean and well preserved. Augusta is a fascinating place 
to visit. 

I realize that I have not even mentioned the FOHBC 50th an-

niversary celebration. This is deliberate as a full feature article 
will be in our upcoming next issue. The other motive for avert-
ing the topic is to help our readers understand that these FOHBC 
events are not simply a bottle show, but rather a life experience. I 
had the pleasure of meeting so many friends that I had previously 
gotten to know over the years through social media, email and 
have even talked with on the phone. I can’t even begin to list the 
number of collectors that I met for the first time in person. 
The term “southern hospitality” is not a misnomer; we expe-

rienced what it means the entire duration of a stay from the 

incredibly successful Mike and Julie Newman open house, to the 
Augusta Museum of History, and through the many events at the 
convention center. The inclusion of television crews and press 

also made the experience, introducing the entire region to the col-
lecting hobby. This in conjunction with the efforts of the consor-
tium led to an outstanding turn out and constant flow of people 
the entire duration of the show. 

The positively charged city and people led to an extremely suc-

cessful event overall. One such example was our banquet speaker 
Justin Guy, assisted by his wife Tonya, who captivated the entire 
room with his class, knowledge, and passion for Edgefield Pot-
tery. This was immediately followed by the opportunity to honor 
individuals, clubs, and contributors to the hobby. Mr. Sheldon 
Baugh was honored with a Lifetime Achievement award for his 
decades of contributions to the hobby. FOHBC Hall of Fame 
inductee and consortium chair Bill Baab was decorated with his 
third President’s award for his contributions and the passion he 
poured into this convention. It was an honor to award all of those 
that have helped to improve and strengthen this great hobby. Con-

gratulations to all those honored this year!

I only wish that everyone reading this could have attended and 
experienced the excitement in Augusta. Dealers and buyers alike 
had nothing but positive things to say. Some dealers reported the 
best sales in their collecting career. Commendation emails have 
already started pouring in, and we will likely see many more. We 
all owe a big thank you to the Augusta team: Ferdinand Meyer, 
Bill Baab, Mike Newman, Marty Vollmer, Eric Warren, and Walter 
Smith along with the FOHBC board of officers, volunteers and 
friends that made this amazing event so successful. Remember, this 
is more than a bottle show: it is memories, it is friendships, and it is 
truly unforgettable. We hope to see you at Reno in 2020! 

As always, I look forward to serving you!


