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One of California’s rarest and most historic bottles has been 
discovered. It’s like finding that one golden “Dew Drop” 

falling in the misty morning air during sunrise. Next to the Wil-
liam T. Coleman flask, the Eichelberger Dew Drop would be 
considered equal in historical significance. William T. Coleman 
along with “Truett, Jones & Arrington” were all part of the 1856 
San Francisco Vigilance Committee. The headquarters for the  
Vigilance Committee was at the wholesale liquor house of “Truett 
& Jones”, known as “Fort Gunnybags.” This very important part 
of California’s history is second only to the Gold Rush. They are 
not only California legends but are considered American legends. 
(More history on the 1856 S.F. Vigilance Committee and Fort 
Gunnybags is online)  
                    

ichelberger“Eichelberger

By Mike McKillop
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The Bottle reads: “Bottled for Truet, Jones & Arrington – Eichel-
berger Dew Drop” with dewdrops coming down from the words 
“Dew Drop.” Eichelberger Whiskey comes from the Baltimore 
area around the same time. The bottle would have been made for 
one year only in 1859, possibly Baltimore Glass Works. Truett’s 
name was misspelled on the bottle, only having one “T” in Truett. 

Fort Gunnybags, headquarters of the Vililance Committee of 1856

Rare William T. Coleman & Co., San Francisco flask
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Daily Alta & Sacramento Daily Union 1858

1860 billhead for Truett, Jones & Arrington

Daily Alta 1857

Daily Alta 1858

This error could be why only a few were made. Notice that the 
bottle reads “Bottled For” not “Bottled By”. This was prob-

ably bottled exclusively for Truett, Jones & Arrington for their 
involvement with the San Francisco Vigilance Committee.  
There are only two of these bottles known to exist. This one 
shown was found in California and the other one on the East 
Coast.

Here is how Truett, Jones & Arrington got their start in Cali-
fornia and how they all came together as one company.

“Miers Fisher Truett”
Born: Pennsylvania Oct. 6, 1816

Died: New Mexico Sept. 27, 1885
Wife: Salina G. Dodge

5 children

Miers F. Truett arrived in San Francisco with his brother 
Henry B. Truett, on the Steamer Independence on Sept. 

18, 1851. In 1852 they build the first brick buildings at the 
corner of Front & Sacramento Streets. From 58, 60 Front St. 
to 39,41,43,45 Sacramento St. They soon open up a grocery 
store at 60 Front St. Known as “Truett & Truett.” They started 
selling liquors in 1854. His brother H.B. Truett retires from 
the company early part of 1855. Truett then has Gideon C. 
Jones join him as a partner in Oct. 1855 at 58 Front St. & 41 
Sacramento St. On Feb. 1, 1858, Truett & Jones add William 
Arrington to the partnership, known as “Truett, Jones & Ar-
rington,” which only lasted until Sept. 26, 1860. Miers F. Tru-

ett was a prominent figure and businessman in California. He 
was one of the Board of Directors with the Sacramento Valley 
Railroad in 1855, California’s first railroad. He was a leader 
with the San Francisco Vigilance Committee of 1856, along-

side William T. Coleman. The 1856 Vigilance Committee’s 
headquarters were at the wholesale liquor house of “Truett & 
Jones” 41 Sacramento St. also known as “Fort Gunnybags.” 
After the company of Truett, Jones & Arrington dissolved in 
1860, Truett becomes a landlord and rents his buildings out 
to various companies until about 1865. Truett heads to New 
Mexico where he lives until he died in 1885.
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Logo of the Vigilance Committee in San Francisco

Dew Drop with drips in the embossing

Embossing on the side of the bottle

Nice light swirls in the bottle Beautiful example
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“Gideon C. Jones”
Born: Kentucky
Died: San Francisco August 10, 1867
Wife: Sarah Russell

1 child, daughter

Gideon C. Jones started in San Francisco as a liquor merchant 
with a Mr. Horn in August 1853, known as, “Jones, Horn & 
Co.” 91 Battery St. The company changed to “Jones & Lonax” 
on Jan. 1, 1854, then to “G.C. Jones & Co.” on May 1, 1854. I 
guess Jones had a hard time finding a good partner. He finally 
joined Truett in Oct. 1855, known as “Truett & Jones” 58 Front 
St and 41 Sacramento St. Then they add Arrington to the part-
nership in 1858. Jones was quite the rebel. He was arrested for 
treason in 1863 for aiding and supplying a Confederate pirate 
ship off the coast of California. The pirate ship was called the 
Chapman. 

He served most of his time and was given leniency by President 
Lincoln and was released in 1864. Jones lived in San Francisco 
until he died in 1867. Both he and his wife died the same day in 
an accident leaving their daughter age 13, as an orphan.

“William Arrington”
Born: North Carolina

Wife: Lydia  

Died: Aug.14, 1855 age 36

William Arrington started in San Francisco in 1850 as a mer-
chant with a Mr. Coghill. The firm was known as “Coghill & 
Arrington” 65 Jackson St. Arrington left Coghill and started his 
own company on July 25, 1851, known as “Arrington & Co.” 4 
Orleans Row. Arrington joined the company of “Truett & Jones” 
on Feb. 1, 1858. The company of Truett, Jones & Arrington 
ended on Sept. 26, 1860. William Arrington is no longer listed in 
business after 1860. Records show him sailing back east to the 
Carolinas on the steamer called America on Jan. 11, 1865. 

He was most likely heading to his hometown. It’s the last time 
he is mentioned. William’s brother Nicolas O. Arrington helped 
him with his business for a short time in the early 1850s. Nico-

las Arrington was one of the Executive Committee members 
of the 1851 San Francisco Vigilance Committee. Both William 
and Nicolas were also Vigilantes during the 1856 Vigilante 
Committee under William T. Coleman. Known as the Arrington 
Brothers during that time. After the San Francisco Vigilante 
incidents, Nicolas goes on to be the V.P. of the California & 
New York Steamship Co. in 1857.

Daily Alta 1854

Daily Alta 1851

Daily Alta 1852

Daily Alta 1854

Daily Alta 1860


