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I’ve got maybe 25 stories that I have started but not finished. It is a sunny  
but chilly winter day and I’m in my blue fluffy bathrobe (my pink one is 
in the wash), and I have just enough energy to figure out a way to write a 
story without actually writing one.

Here is the AB&GC magazine’s first do-it-yourself bottle story. I will hand 
you enough illustrations and if you are interested, you can research and 
write it yourself. I am taking a “hibernation” day.

If you have material to add to this, please email me at rfinch@twmi.rr.com 
and I’ll update the story in a later issue. Now, it’s time for a nap — I’m 81 
and that’s what old(er) folks do. Zzzzzzzzz

A Lazy Man’s 
Bottle Story
Slothful Ralph Finch hits a new low

PHOTOS (clockwise, from top left):

Haskins Trade Card: If a round-eyed geisha doesn’t sell it, add two butterflies. (In the 
eyes of western men, images of Japanese women and butterflies are often linked.); 
Trade Card reverse: Use this — for 25 cents — and pain cannot exist!; Haskins 
Patent: It could be worse. The next patent was for suppositories! Morris R. Haskins’ 
“What Is It?” bottle from Belvidere, Ill.




