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A friend of mine was starting to feel 
somewhat down in the dumps during 
the recent Covid 19 pandemic as he was 
forced to work from home. He couldn’t 
go out with his friends for drinks or 
dinner after work and he was starting to 
become depressed. He thought it would 
be a great idea to get a pet, but the apart-
ment complex management wouldn’t 
allow dogs or cats, and so he settled on a 
talking parakeet.  

All was well until he got the parakeet 
home and the bird started to curse up 
a storm. There was a constant tirade of 
terrible, filthy language for days and my 
friend tried everything to shut the bird 
up, but nothing worked. Finally, my 
friend threatened the bird, saying that 
if he didn’t shut up, he was going to put 
him in the freezer for ten minutes every 
time he heard a swear word come out of 
his tiny beak. Sure enough, the bird let 
loose with a lengthy oration of the worst 
cursing you ever heard and my friend, in 
anger and frustration, grabbed the bird, 
shoved him in his freezer and slammed 
the door. He heard the cursing continue 
from within the freezer for at least a few 
more minutes, but then, total silence.  

Thinking he had done the bird in, my 
friend opened the freezer only to see the 
bird stuttering and shivering. The bird 
quietly walked out and looked at his 
owner and said, “I am extremely sorry for 
my obscene language. I am completely 
embarrassed and I have seen the error of 
my ways, I will never curse again. Now, 
may I ask what that turkey in there did?”

You might be asking yourself right about 
now, what in the world does this have to 
do with collecting bitters bottles.  Af-
ter all, this is supposed to be the bitters 
column. Well, there is a connection, and I 
think you may even agree that this article 
will showcase a true bitters rarity.

The bottle for examination today is none 
other than what is described by Ring/
Ham as:

B 100 L . . . Bird Bitters

Phila. Bird Food Co.  400 N. 3rd Street

4 3/4 X 1 1/2 X 3/4

Rectangular, Clear, ABM

Ring/Ham, in their description, next cite 
the text found on the label. While it is 
mostly true to the actual label, there are 
some deviations. The label found on the 
actual bottle reads:

PHILA. BIRD FOOD CO’S 

BIRD BITTERS

ALCOHOL 26 %

20 MINIMS ETHER

(Derivative of Alcohol)

In each Fluidounce.

A specific for the restoration of song.  
An excellent remedy for nearly all the 
diseases of Cage Birds.

Plain common sense description of the 
symptoms of diseases of cage birds and 

Aviary Bitters?
This article is going to the birds!
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Bird Bitters original box
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One side of the  

two-sided wrapper  

advertising Bird Manna.
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the treatment necessary for each, are 
wrapped around each bottle.

Fifteen drops of bird Bitters put daily 
in the drinking water will carry birds 
through the moulting season without loss 
of song.

PRICE, 25 CENTS

32-page Bird Book mailed 

free by the 

PHILA. BIRD FOOD CO.

400 N. 3rd St. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

x 3/4 FLUID OZ.

The example I have recently obtained is 
fully labeled, has an intact advertisement/
wrapper paper, and original box with very 
cool graphics which I hope my pictures 
do justice to. On top of all that, the bottle 
still contains the remnants of what I  
assume to be the original product. Looks 
like there will be a hot time in the cage for 
Budgie tonight!

The bottle was purchased from Dave Beel-
er, aka Digger Dave, with whom I have 
happily dealt with over the years. Dave 
seems to always come up with the coolest 
things, the unusual, and when I asked him 
about this find, he replied:

“Hi, Bob, yes, things have sure gone to the 
birds haven’t they? 

Thanks for buying my BIRD BITTERS 
bottle. I bought it at Shupps Grove bottle 
show in Pennsylvania. I just thought it was 
too cool to let pass. I didn’t really make 
much money on it, but just like  
to pass along interesting things when I 
find them. 

Your buddy and fellow collector,

Digger Dave Beeler”

I know you’ve heard me say this before, 
but it’s worth repeating. Dave is another 
example of the “bottle family” that I often 
speak about. It’s not about the money, it’s 
about the enjoyment of collecting and 
fellow collectors. Thanks to Dave, I have 
found another cool bitters bottle and now 
I can share it with you all. Thank you, 
Dave, you are truly appreciated.

The label’s claims have the same flavor as 
the claims made by bitters manufacturers 
for humans. However, I think you’ll agree 
it’s sort of funny, if not downright hilari-
ous, that 15 drops a day of this compound 
(which is 26 percent alcohol) is guaran-
teed to keep the bird singing its head off 
while his feathers are falling off. I get this 
vision of the old-time cartoons where after 
some explosion or other disaster, Foghorn 
Leghorn, that rooster with a southern 
twang, is singing an opera solo sort of 
buck naked with all his feathers lying in a 
pile all around his feet, but, with a bottle 
of good old Bird Bitters sticking out of his 
back pocket.

The bottle can be traced back to the 
1890s, as it showed up in an 1894 drug 
catalog with a notation identifying 
exportation to the Canadian province 
of Quebec in 1897. The graphics on the 
box are like the type you would expect of 
that era and, I think you’ll agree, are quite 
pleasing. The back of the box repeats the 
information found on the bottle’s label 
with the exception that 10 (not 15) drops 
should be administered to carry the bird 
through moulting. Perhaps they rethought 
their dosage after a few birds ended up in 
B.A. (Birds Anonymous).

The wrapper is two-sided, one side 
advertising Bird Manna, the company’s 
bird seed which will keep your canary 
or caged bird in constant song, improve 
their plumage and prevent disease. The 
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The back of the Bird Bitters box.
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