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BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—Have you ever heard of Mission Orange, Try-
Me Cola, National Dope, NuGrape, Jersey Creme, Glee Ola, Gay Ola or
Wiseola? Discover these brands and many more in Vulcan Park & Muse-
um’s latest exhibit, Birmingham Bottling: Soft Drinks in the Magic City.
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Birmingham Bottling tells a comprehensive
story of Birmingham’s soft drink history,
complete with the inventors and innovators,
marketers and visionaries, the workers and
methods that made Birmingham the center
of bottling innovation and one of the most
important markets in the world.

Running now until January 2023, visitors
will see the Birmingham History Center’s
collection of vintage bottles from classic
companies such as Coca-Cola Bottling
Company and Buffalo Rock as well as a
flood of imitators and wannabes. This exhibit
will quench Birmingham’s thirst for sugar
and fizz exploring why Birmingham led the
nation in soft drink brands. FOHBC member  and forge, with ironworking equipment. It was created as Bir-
Dennis Smith’s KolaWars books inspired the =~ mingham’s entry for the Louisiana Purchase Exposition (1904

exhibit. World’s Fair) in St. Louis, Missouri. While it is the world’s
largest made of iron, it is also among the nation’s tallest statues
The Vulcan statue is the largest cast iron of any kind.
statue in the world, and is the city symbol of
Birmingham, reflecting its roots in the iron Vulcan Park and Museum features views of Birmingham, an
and steel industry. The 56-foot tall statue de- interactive history museum that examines Vulcan and Birming- h2X
picts the Roman god Vulcan, god of the fire ham’s story, and a 10-acre urban green space. visitvulcan.com n,

Antique Bottle & Glass Collector
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mberton, the inventor of
Birmingham, Mayfield produced
a-Cola imitator before moving on fo the
rink he would become most known for.
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