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AUGUSTA, GA. - Many examples of a collection of 531 bottles 

from a brewery, patent medicine men, mineral water and soda 

water bottlers, mostly from Augusta, were placed in public view 

last November 12 at the Augusta Museum of History.

 

They joined 81 Augusta pharmacy bottles dating from 1830 

through the early 20th century, plus merchants’ whiskey jugs 

manufactured by master potters in nearby North Augusta (across 

the Savannah River) and Trenton, South Carolina.

 

The massive collection was donated to the museum by Bill and 

Bea Baab, who wanted to leave a legacy to their adopted home-

town that future generations could enjoy. He was born in Glen-

side, Pennsylvania, she in Bangor, Maine. The collection was 

started in 1969.

 

The bottles, pottery including vessels from Chinese immigrants, 

and Goofus glass pickle jars were placed on glass shelving in a 

state-of-the-art display case. It was lighted by non heat-producing 

lamps top and bottom. Rectangular patent medicines like large 

and small sizes of the River Swamp Chill & Fever Cure and Bar-

ry’s Malarial Antidote were stood on their ends and anchored by 

wire collars whose ends were placed in a special wax. The rows 

of such bottles will not tip over in a domino-like effect should the 

case be jarred.

 

Mineral water bottles from Georgia and South Carolina were 

joined by a massive pottery churn from a Georgia pottery and 

whiskey jugs from the Thomas Hahn Pottery in North Augusta 

and the William F. Hahn Pottery in Trenton, South Carolina. He 

was Thomas’s father.

 

Bill Baab is a longtime member of the Federation of Historical 

Bottle Collectors. In 2011, he was inducted to its Hall of Fame.
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Baab Preview Event

As proud as can be. 
Bill and Bea Baab
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