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by Thomas C. Lines

Note

Tom Lines has kindly given me permission to post/share this scanned version of
his book Alabama’s Pre-Crown Top Drink Bottles 1840-1915 / An lllustrated Guide To
Known Variations on the Alabama Soda Bottles Facebook page.

This scanned version is an original clean copy of the book as published back in
1986. Since that time, Tom has made multiple changes/edits to this original scanned
version. The scanned version is a start. Tom and | will work together to incorporate the
changes that Tom has noted over the past 30 years since the book was originally
published.

Hopefully, this will become a good reference for all Alabama hutch collectors and
beyond. Any new additions you have or know of can be shared with me for incorporation
into this e-copy.

Again | would like to extend a big thank you to Tom Lines for allowing me to post
his book and share it with fellow Alabama Hutch Collectors.

Louis Owens
tlouis.owens@gmail.com
June 2015



Forward

This guide is intended tc present information on 211 known
variations of drink bottles used by early Alabama bottlers
prior tc the crown top bottle. For clarificaticn, I'1) defire
a variaticn as any change in the emtossed name, the uss and/or

type of e=lug plate, *he size and color of the bottle and thae
style ol the bottle., I do net congiser any givar bottle 2
varlaticr simply tecause a diffsrent glzss manufaciyren may
rave produced it keeping in mind all enbossed Features are

d
the same togatrar with no height or cslor changes, O(n coler,
1y

£l distinguish betwsen the ollowing colors: Clear, Lfqua,

and Te=al. There are many shadss of

i
fod
o
]

Green, Elue-Green,

aguae whize T lump together Yor convenianse, The heights wil
2 rounded o the rearsst 1/8" wus may vary on individusal

cocttles up to T/4% cue to manufacturins methods.

I rave not included any historical cackground in this

Look as I feel trat Dennis 3mith has covered that sabijov
extersively in his book, "Alabama Fottlers"; repsating izt
nere would be redundant.

S

=

o reference work of this kind is ever complete, you

e
.

o
are invites to contact the auther with any new information on

bettle variations not depicted herein.
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Pottle Styles and Closures
Rettlevw's locations and Rottle Variations
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There were only twe basic types of closures used on these
eariy bottles: tce external type and the interral Type, The
exserrnal clesure was basically a cork secrusd by a wire over
tha top; this was the most common stozper for ths tlob ten
tetties, 4nother iyvvs is the Taltimore Loop Sezl but it was

only one scida water btots

ubter stopper soatad in Yhe bovtles mouth.  The internsl

- M 5 R - “ . e - v Iy .
CLosures, on ine oiner hand, were more varisd and can le

type of graviiaiing stopver, asvelopad hty Roorbach in 1323, was
o 7 -~ "y i oy Y e -~ - o : ~ T -
usel in sufau.a zpa is occassionallw vrelerred te as the "marble

thews and the Alberison botties ars essentiall s

£~

tt
1 ottle designs and fzazure a g o)
ket fixed tc the stopper. Poth the Christain and ths Poor-
es featured gaskets fixed in the mouth of t i
i e glass stoppers seating against <them. Tha principle
cen all styles was when f{illed and inverted, the stapper weuld
r t 0 Th2 mouih Torwing a seal with the bo:t:l

& an
to the upright position, the stopper would stay

returnad in
rlace from the pressure exersed by the carbtonated centants,

The spring stcpver design was fivst patented in 1873 by
a Tricage btottler, @ ,H.Hutchinson, and its desizn reve_utionizad
the Incdustry., 7The bottle Fgatured more squared intericr
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shoulders tc facilitate a basttar seal. tutchinson's stopper

was a double spring wire with a gaske: attached to one end; it

was inserted through thes mouth and neck but could not te remaved

unless the gasket was first cut away from the stopver, This
was really the first resealabis Lottle as after openning it by
pushing the wire down ints the neck of the botile, it could bve

resealed by pulling the s*oppsry up again. Adaptations to Hutche

{nson’'s stopoer were many bus they were similar in design,
Tris style of stopner lasztsd for years but was sventually
prased cut bty iwe fG ret, the Zevelopement of the
orown Ciosurs made the nsin gucpper less popular and
seqend, t od and Drug Lot of 1906 was

oo - 7 P ~ o 5 - A o K L hd -
SUoDpErs In othar eariisv Totile styviszs, opecifically, T have
507N mors thar one Matthews or fslbsrison bottle with 2 Tutohe

only tc be alittle bigger. I've =ver seen one of atest

producticn tlob top bottlss witrk ar adaptad interral srring

stopper inside. FEut for c¢bvioua purposss, "Hutahinson Fot
er



Alabama's Pre-Crown Top Drink Bottles

To-date, a total of 38 cities and towns throughout the
state have known examples cf pre-crown tov bottles from bottlers
operating ir those locations. The following chart provicdes
an alohavetic listing by town of botilers names plus the number
cf Known bottle variations, As of this writing, 278 bottles )
ard variations have ULeen catalogued,

Numter of

Citv/Tecwn Bottier's lare Variations
inialusia Andalusia ¥, C, 1
snniston ILedtetter Produce Co. 4
Ceca-Cola F, T, 1
Armiston P, W, 2
C.G5,Hille & Cc. 1
fessemar ~iatamz F, W. 5
Jagls E. C, 1
sidge Eros, 1
£la,.lola T, C, 1
H.G., Meumann 2
Ccca-Ccla R, C, 1
Pessemer T, W, 5
Firminghran Fountain & Wells
D & H (Zavis & Herbert) 2
Al. ?, Hochstadter ) 2
Davis & Vorcester 5
Iron City B.W./R.C, 5
Zlephant (Steam) E.W./E.C. 7
Houppert & Worcester 3
Houppert & Smyly 3
National Dope Co, 2
Birmingham R.C. 2

N

Dixie (Steam) Rottling Wks. Co.
Celery-~Cola

Coca-Cola R.C.

I. lLewis

Alabama B.W,/?.C.

Lipps & Tonnaon

* O AW —a o



Birmingham (cont,)

Elocton
Eridgeport
Brookside
Carton Hill
Cordova
Cullman
Decatur
Demopolis
Dora
Dethan
insley

Bufaula

Svergreen
Plomaton
Gadsden

Geneva
Greenville
Huntsville

Jasper

Mobile

Golston E,C.
Frisco E.W.
Camel P.W.

Star E.C,
Wiseola B.C.
Bagle RBR.W,
Standard E.W.
Bridgeport R.W,
Pioneer F.VW.
Carvor Fill FE.W,
Cordova R,W.
Cullman ®.vw,
Ruchheit 2.W.

41

Crown 2.,%.
JeZferson County P.W.
Minor Prothers
Wells Prothers
Z.i.Farnes
sufaula R,W,
D.%.,Powell

Crown B,W,
Coca~Zola E,C.
Gadsden B.W,
Geneva R.¥.
W.M.Dunn & Co.
Huntsville Steam B.W.
Star P.W.
Huntsville R.W.
Jasper R.W,
Coca~Cola P.C.
Marquez & Moll
A.Bartunes & Co,
S. Twelves
Miguel Pons & Co.



Mobile (cont,)

Montgomery

Northport
Cakman
Cpelika

Ozark
Pratt City

Selma

M.Monju & Co.

Clark & Wells

Clark & Munn

E,8., Clark

Clark & Carre

B, Carre

D. (Diegc) Palliser
D, Pzlliser's Sons
Louis ®, Gelkbe
Holberg E.CZ,

Motile Soda Water Co,
Phoenix E.W,

Choctaw R.%,

Horne & Tonsmier
Wells Zr

T & % (Tatun & Wells)

T a

D.P.¥est's Fottiing Vaults
“illiam Tatun

James Nelson

Johnson F.¥,

Puryear & Dufeu

Imperial B,¥,

Artesian B.C.

John 2. Therey

Kennedy R.W,

Sides Eros.

E.P.Vright

C. (Columbus) Roberts (R.%.)

Cpelika E.W,
G.P.Dowling
H.P.D.&P, Co.
Pratt City B.v.
T.C.Iwerson
F.,2,Partlett
Artesian P.w,
J.¥W.Wells & Co.

— b
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‘Note:

Selma (cont,)

Sheffield
Sylacauga
Talladega

Troy
Tuscaloosa

.

Tuskeges

Union Springs

Excelsior R.W.
R.Richard
Richard & Thalheimer

Central City R.¥./B.2.

B,P.%Watson

Selma Produce Co.
Union B.W.
Sylacauga E.W.
Talladega B.W.
Toca~Tola F.2,

Troy DLW, .
M.A.%ells 2.,
Gaudin B,Q.
Brantley's B,W.
Tuskalocsa R.%W.
Coca~Cola B.Y%./E.C.
Curtwright & Iaslie

- N "
croud BL,W N

Bottling Works abbreviated 2.y,
Pottling Co. abbreviated R.C,

R T € S PO Y
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NAMES OR SUSPECTED BOTTLES

The following is a 1ist of historically documented bottlers that

operated during the "hutchinson era" or before. [ suspect any or all could

have used an embossed bottle, however: none have yet come to my attention.

Alexander City

Aliceville
Anniston
Attalla

Bessemer
Blossburg
Brewton
Calera
Citronelle
Clayton
Collinsville

Columbia

Columbiana
Dadeville
Decatur

Dothan
Enterprise

Evergreen

Cotton & Wilson

Star B.W,
Almond, Seymour & McGillis

Rund & Leyden
N.T. Reid

J.R. Brown
Hoope & Butler

Bessemer Steam B.W.
Pioneer B.W,

Brewton B.W./ H.E. Douglas
Calera B.W,

E.A. Bradley

Crown B.W,

J.B. Marsh

Crown B.W.
A, Williams

M.R. Wexton
Coca-Cola B.W. / J.L. Fuller
Twin City B.W.

Brooks & Morgan
Alabama B.W. -

Enterprise B.W.
Crown B.W.

C.L. Michael

A



Florala Florala B.W.

Florence Florence B.W.

Florence Ice & Coal Co.
Foley Foley Ice & Bottling Co.
Gadsden Ledbetter Produce Co.

Crescent B.W.
Turrentine B.W.
Gadsden Light, Coal & Ice Co.

Gordon Gordon B.W.
Greenboro Greensboro B.W.
Greenville Butler County B.W.
Hartford Nantz & Jones
Headland Headland B.W.
Heflin Heflin B.W.
Huntsville Bowling & Suqgg
Buchheit B.HW.
The Pratt B.W.
Cicero Hall & Son
Hurtsboro Hurtsbore B.W.
Jackson A.E. Chunn
‘Jacksonvi]le Model City B.W.
Jasper J.7. McGraw
Lafayette Lafayette B.W.
Barton & Boyd
Lineville Parker Bros.
Archer & Daniel
Littlejohn Pioneer B.W./ G.H. Davis
Louisville L.M. Danner
Marion Purity B.W.
Montgomery Holt & Dufeu

Meyer & Dufeu

Oakman G.W. Kemp & Bros.



Opelika

Opp
Pell City

Prattville

Quinton
Roangke
Samson

Sheffield

Troy

Union Springs

Germany & Berry

Hagan B.W.

Purity B.W.

Liberty B.W.

Opp B.W.

Pell City B.W.

W.M, Smith & Co.

Purity Bottling Co./ Isiah Miller
Prattville B.W,

Celery Cola Bottling Co.
J.T. Nelson

0.J. Angle

Sheffield Bakery & B.W.
Millar Bros.

E.E. Doud

Jones B.W.

Union Springs B.W.

This 1ist would add 35 more towns to the total and 74 more bottlers ;
the potential for more than one variation per bottler is so high that I could
safely estimate there could be as many as 100 more bottles that have not yet

been discovered.

13



TOWNS WITH POSSIBLE BOTTLES

This list represents towns that may or may not have had bottlers but
based on population and importance at the time very well could have had but is
purely speculation on my part.

Abbeville Hamiton
Ashland Hayneville
Atmore Lavern
Athens Livingston
Bay Minette _ Monoreville
Bladen Springs Moulton
Butler Oneonta
Brundidge Phoenix City
Camden Piedmont
Carrolton Reform
Centre Rockford
Chatom Russeville
Coffeeville Scottshore
Elba Stevenson
Eutaw Yernon

Fort Payne Wedowee
Grove Hill Wetumpka

Guntersville York
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4 rarity rating is generally a sutjective designation
based on the knowledge of the classifier, I have tried to
develope an up to date guide from a wide base of information
to rate each and every variation, WMany times rarity is
associated with value--~d¢ s0 at your own risk! I have not
covered vlaues in this book but may do so at a later time.
Rarities are subject to change based on new discoveries,

Extremely Rare 1 to 5 examples known

Very Rare 6 to 10 examples known

Rare 11 to 15 examples known
Scarce 16 to 25 examples known
kelatively Scarce 26 to 40 examples known
Cormon 41 to €5 examples known
Very Common more than €5 examples known

17



AD-] (%)
Agua, 7", Ex.Rave
AD-la, Cleay 7" Ey. Rave

Reverse Base
AD-le -’

AD-t b
Aqaal 7", £ X. Raye

AD-fe

Aqua 7V £y, . .
944, 7, Ex.Raye (N"ﬁﬂﬂcﬁall/oa;shyﬁ’ favger lefevime)

AEDALUSIA (AD)

9



A?uq ,7?[;, V.Rave

Asua. 7" . Ex.Raye.

Boﬂ'o m

i‘mp

*

AENISTON (ARL)

AN-la *
Clear, 7%, V.Rare

’ g
Reverse Bage

W.B.

Cleav 7% gy p.

21
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Clear, ‘!", V.Rare

Clear, 7%", V.Rave

AL

AN-34 & "
Clear, 74} E . Rave % gy gortit
AvAisTON I

AN-3b(#) Clear, 7%", V.Rave AN -4



ABA
Y*\' 414
BOTTLING

A B4
&= Y p

BOTTLING

BE-| % Cleav, 7" Scavee BE-lb ¥ BE-|c (%)

BE-~la * Aqua , 7%, Scavee. Cleav, 18" Savee Cleav, T Stavee

COMPANY
3

Bottom

N~
BE-7 # Q

3 -
Aquq,(b /Q’Scarca BE-1d

Cleav, B, Ex.Rave



BE -3 (¥}
A?”“'/ 61" ExRave

BE-5 % Agqua, 678", Ex.Rave
BE-Sa (*) 6k Ex.Rare
(m Senl Closave)

2w

TS
S
ROTTLING (O,

BE-4 (%)
Cleav, 81" ExRave



BE-& *
Cleow 7}5’} V.Rave

BE-76 (%}
Agua, 8" Rave

BE-7 %
C leow, G %,'i SCQV\:C

<p
e

BESSEm
@

2 % g
4. SMyam 9

(

BE Ve ¥
Aqua, 88" Ex.Rave
"Iumlfo St'zg *

(bc,ﬁ E,f,‘

BOTTLING
WORKS

BESSEMER ALA

BE~7a

Cleor, & 34" ExRave

Agua, 67" EX Rave

r{e



n

BIRMING M
ALA.

Bl-)

il

D &H

BIRMING
ALk

f@dNTHb“Q‘%Zg

Revevae

N

8i-2
Agua , Ex.Rawve

a

it

A?tm, 7&-', Ex.Rave

xl

~—

Bi/-2a
Agua  Ex. Rare

BIRMINGHAM (FI)

27



28

Bottem

B1-3 ¥ Aym,(e&'), Seowvce.

PAVIS
&

WORCESTER
- [BIRMINGHAM

ALA.

BiI-4 %
/}91:& ,6%", Rave,

()

N

B/-¥4a
Roua , %', Ex.Rave

Bl-3a, /q?ao,é'/z.‘, Ex.Rave.

8/-4b
Apua ,6¥)" V. Rarve



BI-S(%) Agua 6%’ V.Raye

Qa**&”\

\QDN R

BOTILING CO.
BURMINGHAM

B/-56 %
@ml 6&'} &,.SCDM

[~
&

BOTTLING CO

N ('/;.}.

Bottom

ETRMINGHLN (E1)

\RON C/Tp

BOTTLING WORKS
BIRMINGHAM

ALA.

N

Bl -Sa. % R;wa,é’&', Rel. Scavee

Botiom

BIRMINGHAM

Bi-58¢ %
A, 64" V. have

BOTTLING 0.

BIRMING RAM
ALA

N

Br-5d %
Agua , 65", V.Raye

z9



i3

S ELEPHANT
ELEPHANT | BOTT LING
S B2y, WORKS
WORKS BIRMINGHAM
BIRMINGHAM | o0l ALA
ALA.
Bl/-6 % Aoua, (V8] Rel Sarvce Bl-bo. Clear, 8%, |/.Rave

Bl-Lh*Agua 8", Scavee
Bl-bc*Agua, 878", Rave
"Jumbo Size"
s ote: Embossed

pen‘e& y
AlA.

~ e e

ELEPRANT

ELEPHANT

BOTTLING BOITLING.
i A COMPANY

ALA,

BIRMINGHAM |,

ALA. 8otfom

N

Bi-6d % Bi-6&* Agua, V4" Scarce
Cleay, B", Scarce B1-6F ¢ fgua, 776", Rel. Seavce




FIRMINGHAM (EI)

BI1-7 4

\ '
e H&W
55 81-7a
3 .
Qp &_€’9A
WORCESTER |
| BIRMINGHAM
BGH'O‘% .ﬁ
. Bl-74
Is £
%rgE%LN\w

Bl-Ta % Agua, 798", V. Common
B)-7b # Agua, 7Y8" Contmon



WP PER»
&
9 MY L Y Note! Ve

h:izpm‘mo«zd'ﬂcvms oocur
BIRMINGHAM B eoat RS ot et
a true maviation . +
ALA.
Bl-R & Aqua,b?"s‘, V. Cort o
A
v
QP PE PP
> & Al e—s > Q\Q’“ 2 A
SMYLY SMYLY
BIRMING.HAM T*‘f‘l"m BIRMINGHAM
ALN
THig poTi\ Ty 1£
Bl-Ra % Bi- 8L %

ARy, 7%" , V.Common Agum, TV Y. Common



PROPERTY OF

BIRMINGHAM
ALA

N

BlRMfNGHAM

(g

Boattum

B1-9 * Cleav, 612! Scavee o BoTh )
81-%a¥ dgua, 65", Rel Scavee B1-9 % Agwm k% Scavce
e | PROPERTY OF| . ..
DF > P u:n .
Py TR
’ Q?
Battom °$’ WORKS CO

<
B/-9e & 81-94 ‘5;:41 ] \q\
OB.

B:?c..% Rajrg:&asc BI-9d ¥ A B, Ex. Rave Bottom of
Houa ,6 54", Scarce t .o 81924 fpe 9, Ex Rave B/-9e
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<\ OA,
S

JOPE €O,
-

N

g

&

R\

}"
"’Vc,ﬁ PS

THig gorik 7418 goTiLE
w U b gy
BI-10% Apua, 7TW Rel.Scavce

Bl-toa * Agua 7V8", Scavce

W0y | e Tear 3k oz’

Not embsssed on
/A BI-

QI NG, I-lla,

5 %

BOTTLING Co,

2 3

E 3
474!/(; }\i\ﬁ‘\\

Thg porhE

57 5 peruRiSP
B/l Agua, 8, V. Rawe
Bi-Na i Apua 778", Cammon



BI-12 % Afmléﬁ';’s', Scavee

_ Revarge,

6 &)

&y
Botlan

N—

Bl-r3 # 147:14 IR Y Rcf Scavee

Note: p,p,zgyaw ?ég'ﬁuceh “ROOT" and *D.0

eis yovin ing wiTh the *goore 4%

s
ACHAN
\______/

£ batt o ” »
"‘”7 f}:f'f::cb;?’f? ed 7

shght



B1-14 (#] Cleay, 8°, Scarce

81+ 144 (F) C/edr, 8 "Vs" V. Raye

Bl-14a¥ Agua 85", V. Rare

ERT
Q-«O? ¥

%
S
V,

I LEWI

%,

—

*TJumbe Stre’

oROPER7
OF

[ LEWSS

BIRMINGHAM
ALA.

N—_

*Tumbo Sme"

Revecse Base



Bl/5 ¥ .47;:4, 7 ﬁa" Scover
Blosa ¥ 4,“ , ?%', Seswce "Ca/vwexs"
Bro561 /};n' 7 %; Gommon "C.o_/ o”

@\x\k 80)%—
fj«; z
“WORKS 7
BIRMINGHAM, | «22ems
ALA.
5- Reve.rse 5 ? b?
Dt

Comman Te &H e fows

N 8o
R o © < o o
1 |
BIRMINGHAM > BIRMINGHAM,
ALA. Seal on 8173 ALA.
Kﬁ——/l S 4500! on 8/~/5e; \/‘
N ::-;5;4: o, 81-15d¥Agua , 15", Re/. Seovce

8/-15 &% Bgum, 7%’, Rave




potam 3EG‘STE/?§D
8 02

7416 gotTLE
\_/‘ Jer Ta pt Sal‘ﬁ

B115F + R 7Y Searce

3/-15% %

.4,“&' A ) Seavar

BIRMINGRAM
“ALA.

BI-1Sh (%)
Agua, 6%, Ex. Rave



TIRMINGHAN (FI)

\\ BOT}~< Bettow
Q Z
F% (R
S 6 FLIVG 1y,
BIRKING b %
ALA. v 5IRMWCH4M
) Pu— % ALABAMA. |

BITY %

Bl ¥
Clear, 7 ¥4* Rel Scavce Clear, Y8, Rei. Seavee,

8/-18 % Llear, 7%, Common 8/-18% % Clear, 7V" Ex Rave

8/-18a.8) Agra, 7", gx. Rave




% Battor

=~
D ¢
BIRMINGHAM
ALA.
. Battowm
B1-1% % Cleay, 7% Rel. Scavee B/-Ma ¥ Cleav, 7%, gel. Seavee
SEQ E
B i ¢
"‘?MJC,‘A\" 3
Battam sat-tom

&/~20 ¥

Claav, b Vg7, Gmmen Bi-20a A Llzaw, 678", V. Common

2j-206 Falke fr'?uql & ?’ﬁ"’ Ravre




a/-2! #
Agua, 778", Scovce

Bl-ZZ «

/;,ag, &Y ,Exﬁnre

Bottem

FIRMINGHAN

(®

-

)



A
BOTTLING

BL-{
Ex. Rave

8L-lat
Cleov, 7", V.Aove

N R T T N we
[E L WAV G (.\3':..)

BL-/4 #
Cleay, 7%, V. Rave
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BRIDGEPORT
— ALA,

N

BRP-} ¥
Agua, 178" ExRave

BRIDGSPCRT (EBF)

ApP-la
Cleov, Ex Rare
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BRCCKSIDE (FR)

do.c! " RooT "

P\ONEgp PIONEE R
BOTTL‘Nsﬁj — BD-G\—WG Wo,%s
< < Bottow of 8R~t & BR-1L % o
e LS 8 B
o [ * N
o % o
KS}DE» KS\DE.,
QTig )5 wgved 8> A 25 16 netE 38
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