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President’s Message

During a recent visit with a couple 
of dear bottle-collecting friends I 
mentioned an article called “Reg-
istering Bottles” I found very in-
teresting in our last issue of An-
tique Bottle and Glass Collector. 
I was surprised to learn they had 
not read it, stating they only read 
articles about bottles they collect-
ed or are interested in. So, with 
that in mind, I offered my opinion 
as to why the gorgeous John Ryan 
cobalt blue bottles, in great shape, 

were so hard to come by.  Back then, if I had enjoyed a soda from 
one of those bottles, I would have put it in a collection, or my mom 
would have taken it and used it as a vase or window dressing...it 
was just too nice to return. Having read the article though, I realize 
the effort the bottler went through to get those bottles returned for 
multiple re-use, even threatening to fine those who did not do so, 
all in an effort to recover the cost of production. (Did they actually 
have sentinels checking out windows for wayward bottles?) So, if 
you didn’t return them, into the dump or privy they went.

I also asked them if they read the article on “Jarring Discover-
ies” by Mike Beardsley. When they said they didn’t collect jars, I 
pointed out how they missed some great stories of early collecting 
and fantastic finds...and an interesting tidbit about a rare Saratoga 
water bottle. So, don’t miss those great articles in each magazine 
issue! The ACL soda pop series might just get you started collect-
ing those types of fascinating bottles with stories!

I recalled the early days when you paid extra to get your magazine 
“Airmailed,” so you were first in line for the “For Sale” ads and 
then having to wait until 7pm when the long-distance rates were 
lower to call out of state to see if a bottle was still available. Sure 
added some excitement, and also lots of disappointment. But that’s 
not what they were experiencing these days. They said they like to 
thumb through to see the photos and read a few things that inter-
ested them. They loved Ralph Finch’s take on things, and the Lost 
and Found and Member Photos sections. 

I hope you’re not missing some great articles! I am so proud to be 
part of the Federation and all it is contributing to the bottle-collect-
ing hobby.  AB&GC plays a really big part in letting readers know 
what we have to offer. Ferdinand Meyer V does a fantastic job of 
putting articles, advertisements, and show information together in 
each issue. The photos are first rate. 

An article on Baraboo Pottery in this issue is near and dear to my 
heart. Authors Henry Hecker and Peter Maas have been my bottle 
buddies for many years. My aunt and uncle had a house just across 
the street from the dig they highlight and I may even have played 

in that area back in the 1950s. This article also reminds me of Jim 
Hagenbuch’s story about the intact kiln buried in Pennsylvania that 
was resurrected and now resides in a museum. I love stories about 
digging and finding things since I no longer dig myself. If it was 
easy enough, I would love to be on a dig, dragging out dirt, and 
uncovering exciting new things even if the best ones were broken. 

ACL bottles featuring cowboys is the next installment in the ACL 
series. I remember traveling in the 50s with my parents in the west 
and southwest. I probably drank from these bottles if they con-
tained grape soda...it was my favorite flavor. 

Be sure to check out Regional News and the Directors’ reports 
which highlight shows in their regions. They would sure appre-
ciate it if you would provide information and photos about shows 
you’ve attended. Expanded reports are accessible on our website 
FOHBC.org. So please take the time to read through every article 
in this and every issue of AB&GC. I’m sure you will be surprised 
and pleased...and maybe you’ll start a new collection!

Big news is that the planning for the FOHBC Houston 2024 Na-
tional Antique Bottle & Glass Exposition (Houston 24), August 
1–4, at the Houston Museum of Science and Hotel ZaZa is well 
underway. Some of the rarest bottles and early American glass 
from private collections will be together for the first (and probably 
only) time. There will be so much to see in the spectacular Hous-
ton Museum District in addition to our FOHBC activities. Alice 
and I will be there for almost a week to take in as many of the 
19 museums and other attractions as we can. Event Information 
Packets became available August 1, 2023. If you haven’t received 
one yet, request one now or download one from our website! Start 
planning, and make your reservations early.

For the 2025 Federation Event, we’re looking for a host in the 
Northeast Region. Manchester, Springfield and York were sites 
of the most recent conventions in that region and all three were 
fantastic. If no one from that region comes forward soon, we will 
move on to the Midwest Region. But whichever region you are 
in, get a group together, make a proposal to host, and let’s make it 
happen. The FOHBC will be fully supportive. 

So many things are happening in the Federation. Online educa-
tional seminars by Zoom are recorded and then available on our 
website. (Check out the schedule online or in each magazine is-
sue.) The FOHBC also has a YouTube site! More past magazines 
are being scanned and made available on our online archives. The 
Virtual Museum is constantly growing. The Auction Price Report 
includes 10 years’ worth of auctions and will be updated with 
three more years before 2024. As a member, you have access 
to all this stuff, so start digging! And make those plans for 
FOHBC Houston 24, a once-in-a-lifetime bottle event.




